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SPEECH OF MR. SMITH, OF MARYLAND, 


iu the Senate of the U. States, on the 0th of January, on the subject of 
the resolution in relation to the Tariff, offered by Mr. Cray. 





| make no apology, Mr. President, for approaching age. It will, 

however, admonish me to take up as little of the time of the Senate as 
“the important subject under consideration will admit. 

We have arrived atacrisis. Yes, Mr. President, at a crisis more ap- 
palling than a day of battle. Lf adjure the Committee on Manufactures 
to pause—to retlect on the dissatisfaction of all the South. South Caro- 
lina has expressed itself strongly against the Tariff of 182"—stronzer 
than the other States are willing to speak. But, sir, the whole of the 
South feel deeply the oppression of that Tariff. In this respect, there 
js no difference of opinion. ‘The South—the whole Southern States— 
all consider it as oppressive. ‘They have not yet spoken, but when they 
do speak, it will be with a voice that will not m»plore, but will demand, 
redress. How much better, then, to grant redress! How much bet- 
ter, that the Committee on Manufactures heal the wound which has 
been inflicted! 1 want nothing that shall injure the manufacturer. | 
only want justice. 

jaw, Mr. President, one of the few survivors of those who fought in 
the war of the Revolution. We then fought for liberty—for equal 
rights. We fought against taxation, the proceeds of which were for 
the benefit of others. Where is the difference, if the people are to 
be taxed by the manufacturers, or by any others? I say manufactu- 
rers—And why do I say so? When this Senate met, there was a 
strong disposition with all parties to ameliorate the Tariff of 1-25; but I 
now see a change, which makes me almost despair of any thing etiec- 
tual being accomplished. Even the small concessions made by the 
Senator from Keatucky, (Mr. Cray,) have been reprobated by the iobby 
members, the agents of the manulacturers. | am told they have put 
their fiat on any change whatever, and hence, as a consequence, the 
change in the course and language of geutlemen, which alinost pre- 
clades all hope. ‘These interested men hang on the Committee of 
Manufactures like au ineubus. IL say to that committee, depend upon 
your own good judgments—survey the whole subject as politicians— 
diseard sectional interests, and study only the common weal—act with 
these views, and thus relieve the oppressions of the South. 

I have ever, Mr. President, supported the interests of manufactures 
as far as it could be done incedentally. 1 supported the late Mr. 
Lowndes’ bill of 1326. 1 was a member of his committee, and that 
ball protected the manufacturer eres except bar iron. My 
Lowndes had reported B15 per ton. The House reduced it to 89 per 
tou. "hat act enabled the manafacturers to exelude importations of 
certain articles. ‘The’ hatters carry on their basiness by their sons and 
apprentices, and few, if any, hats are now imported. Large quantities 
are exported, and preferred. All articles of leather, from tanued side 
w the finest harness or saddle, have been excluded from importation ; 
and why? Because the business is conducted by their own hard hands, 
their own labor, and they are now heavily taxed by the Tariff of 1=z-, 
w enable the rich to enter into the manufactures of the country. Yes, 
sir, L say the rich, who entered into the busivess after the Act of 1724, 
which proved to be a inushroom ailair, and many of them suffered se- 
verely. ‘The Actof 1°16, | repeat, gave ail the protection that was ne- 
cessary or proper, under which, the industrious and frugal completely 
succeeded. but, sir, the capitalist, who had invested his capital in 


manufactures, was not to be satisfied with ordinary profit, and therefore, | 


the Act of I=2n. 

The Sevator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cuay,) says, that a progressive de- 
crease of duties is a slow poison; and yet that Senator swallowed the 
poison in the Act of 1516, m the article of cotton, and I have never 
heard that it bus done him muchinjury. He has also swallowed the 
powen in the Act of led, where the dates are progressive, raising them 
anuually. Are they te be understood to be less powonous by a progres- 
sive increase, than a progressive decrease! ‘The South considers the 
progiessive increase as the most deleterious. The handicraft man— 
ihe blacksmith—the whitesmith—the workers of the bar iron—are all 
cruelly oppressed by the heavy duty on that all importantarticle. Give 
them the raw material as cheap as it is received by the British work- 
wep, and they will ask for ao protection: they will depend on their 
own hands, aud on those of their sons and apprentices. ‘Tey are not 
beard. Why! ‘They are not rich. They must be sacrificed to the 
nch irun master, whose business is inore profitable than that of any other 
uthe Union. | forbear going further into this subject at thistime. I 
reserve my further remarks unt! the subject shall be presented in a tan- 
gible shape; in a bill, when I trust | shail be able to show that the Act 
of 1928 is highly injurious to the interest of the manufacturer. If you 
tend that this country shall be a manufacturing country, you must 
give the manufacturers the raw material, (as England does,) free of 
duty, or with very light duty. While you tax them high, as you do 
With imports on hemp, wool, flax, and bar iron, you atlord them no ef- 
‘cient protection by your minimum and excessive duties. 

I rise, Mr. President, principally with an inteution of following the 
Senator, (Mr. Cay,) in the view taken by him in relation to the tinan- 
cal operations of the Government, since the adoption of the Constitu- 
ton, It is necessary to take this extensive review, in order to a full un- 
derstanding of this maportant matter. In it, I shall probably be obliged 
v differ somewhat from him ou some poiats, which have anintention- 
aly escaped his observation, but which are, nevertheless, very material 
‘the subject under consideration ; and will endeavor to show that he 
has thrown unmerited censure ou the Secretary of the Treasury, arising, 
| must presaine, from the fact, that the existence of the Act of Con- 
gress of the 24th of April, 1530, was entirely unknown to him, (Mr. 
Uiay.) Before | arrive at that part of my argument, I deem it neces- 
‘ary to go back, and trace the Public Debt from the establishment of the 
funding System, in which review I hope the Senate will indulge me. 

lu the year 1790, the Fanding System was created. It authorized 
“ock to be delivered to each creditor of the Goverumeut to the amount 
of the debt due to him, two-thirds thereof bearing interest of six per 
cent. from a certain date, aud one-third remainimg free from interest 
until ten years thereafter, commonly called the deferred debt. It also 
iuthorized stock to be issued for the amount of interest due to each 
creditor, or an interest of 3 per ceut., which stock was not to be redeem- 
ed at any price less than the par value thereof. For the payment of 
hese several species of stock, the public domain, and the in the 

reasury arising irom duties on imports and tonnage, (after paying the 
*penses of Government,) were pledged. In the year 1791, alaw was 
passed which created a sinking fund. It provided, that eight per cent. 


| lars towards the principal of ihe debt every year thereafter. 


creased. 


two millions held in reserve for exigency. 


per annum should be paid, in qnarter yearly payments, to the holders of 


the 6 per cent. stock, (on which inierest was payabie,) by which system 
six dollars was applicable to the interest in the first year, and two dol- 
The pay- 
ment for interest annually lessened, and that of principal annually in- 
This sysiem was not materially changed until the year 1°02, 
when Congiess passed an act, appropriating the sum of 87,300,000 to 
be applied to the payment of the interest and principal of the Public 
Debt, including the payment for loans previously made, and for any 
loan that might thereafier be made. In the year 1503, a farther sum of | 
8700,000 was added to that fand, making the whole sinking fand 
amount to the sum of eight millions of dollars. This additional sam 


Was intended to meet and extinguish the debt created by the purchase 


of Louisiana. No material alteration was made respecting the sinking 
fund, until the whole of the debt (3 per cents. excepted) was nearly or 
finally extinguished. In 1°06, a law was passed, which authorized the 
Secretary of the Treasury to purchase the 3 per provided they 
could be obtamed at tv per cent. A portion of lls stock was i be- 
lieve) redeemed. In 1°07, an exchange of old for new stock was pro- 
posed, on certain terms, which, however, was of but little consequence, 
farther than that it contributed to facilitate the payment of the Public 
Delt. In 1°17, an act passed “ to provide for the redemption of the 
Public Debt” which had been created by the war. This act appropri- 
aied, annually, the sum of ten millions of dollars, to be applied by the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund to the payment of the interest and 
the extinguishment of the principal of the Public Debt; and it declared 
that any surplas which might remain in the Treasury, beyond the sum 
of two millions of dollars, after the payment of the expenditures of the 
Government, should be applied to the payment of the Public Debt. 
‘lwo millions were thus reserved to meet any extraordinary exigency 
which might arise, and to provide for any unforeseen demands on the 
Treasury. It was deemed advisable to make it legal for the Treasury 
wo retuim a certain sum, rather than to permit the course which had been 
previously pursued without any legal anthority; for it was shown by 
two Reports from the Secretary of the Treasury, that one milion of 
dollars bad been annually reserved, for the purpose of providing for any 
extraordinary demands on the ‘Treasury, which sam had been retained | 
in the ‘Treasury without any legal authority. ‘The authority to retain | 
the two millions, (as | have reported to the Senate on a former occa- 
sion,) had seldom been exercised. 


eens... 


crue in 1032, may be received into the 


In 1827, the Committee on Finance | 


reported a bill to reduce the two millions thas retained, to one milion. | 


The bill did not receive the sanction of the Senate. In 1&2, the Sen-' 


ator from Missouri, (Mr. Bexton,) presented a bill, on leave, to repeal | 


the 4th section Of the ast of 1817, “to provide for the redemption of the 


Publie Debt,” which would hewe deprived the Treasury of the whole | 


ed. ‘I'he same Senator, in 1°29, submitted a resolution for the purpose | 
of repealing so much of the act referred to, as authorized the retention | 


Tis Propoest: sr wares Tepect-. 


of the two millions in the Treasury, which resoluuon was referred to | 


the Committee on Finance, and reported against by that Committee, as | 
inexpedient to be adupted at that session, fur reasons expressed im that | 
ie port. | 

I now, M1. President, have arrived at the principal point of my argu- | 
ment. lu the year 1*30, the Committee of Finance deemed that the | 
time had now arrived, at which the ‘Treasury might safely dispense wuth | 
the reserved two millions, and that authority should be given for the | 


purchase of the Public Debt with this sum, and they accordingly pre- | 
sented a bill, which passed into a Jaw on the 24th of April, 1530. Twill 


read the first and second sections of that law. 


: —e 
“Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate aud House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That, when-_ 


ever, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, the state of the | 


''Treasory will admit of the application of a greater sum than tem miul-' 


liens of dollars in any one year, to the payment of interest and charges, 


’ 
' 


with the other Government stocks. 


objected to. 
sure. The prineipal considerations by which the proposition to sell 
the stock is recommended are those connected with the 
reats, with the liberation the country from debt, and with 
quences arising from such a state of things. 











ESET SS 
the Treasury, at the present session of Congress, conveys more informa- 
tion in relation to the financial concerns of the Government than anv 
previous Treasury Report which | have seen. It is clearly expressed 
and easily understood by all who have any knowledge of the subjeet. 
It contasns no ambiguity ; on the contrary, it frankly and openly de- 
clares the views and plans of the writer, and submits them boldly to the 
consideration of Congress. The plans of the Secretary, as expressed 
in the Report, meet my entire approbation, and shall have my cordial 
support. 

The Report states, and very correctly too, that there will remain in 
the Treasury in the present year (15832) a sum exeeeding fourteen 
millions of dollars, applicable to the payment of the principal of the 
debt. He also correctly states, as 1 shall hereafter show, that with 
the particular exception of the 3 per cents, there is payable, in this 
year, a sum less than $4,000,000. Well, sir, there will then remain in 
the Treasury 10,000,000 inapplheable (except to the redemption of the 
3 per cent<) to any object. Is this large amount to remain dormant, 
losing interest; or shall it be applied as the Act of 1230 has directed ? 
The several Sinking Fund Acts place all the Public Debt on the same 
footing, and therefore, whenever the Treasury has the means, it must 
apply them to the reimbursement of the 3 per cents, in common 
The Senator fiom Kentacky (Mr. 
Cay.) aware of the dilemma, insinuates that the Secretary has erred 


in supposing that there will be a surplus of fourteen millions. The 


Senator has reasoned as most gentlemen will do, who are not fully in- 
farmed, or have not carefully examined the subject. He has said, that 


the importations of 1*31 have been unusually great; that those of 1832 


will, in consequence, be greatly reduced; and im this particular I think 
he is correct: but the Senator seems to infer, that the receipts at the 


Treasury will not amount to the sum reported, (fourteen millions. ) 


In this supposition, Mr. President, the Senator from Keutucky. is en- 
tirely wrong. The receipts in 1832 bave little counexion with the 
importations of that year ; perhaps one quarter of the duties which ac- 
reasury during the year. But 
there is a wide ditterence between revenve accruing and money aetu- 
ally received into the Treasury. The Secretary predicates his Report 
on bonds taken for duties which accrued in 1831, avd which, from the 
usual credits given, are payable im 1832. In this matter, therefore. he 
cannot be mistaken. He has a list of the bonds before Lim. The 
Senate may therefore rest satisfied, that the sum stated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury , of fourteew millions of do!lars, wil) remain ia the 
Treasury,as expressed in the Report; and that there will be ten millions 
of doliars inapplicable to any other object than the redemption of the 
3 per cents, unless applied to the patehase of the stock payable in 
1833 and 1235. I trust, I hare watiafied the Senate, that bo censure 
can sittach te the Secretary of the Preasury for the oxpreesion of his 
intention to pay off the 3 per cents—that in doing so he simply per- 
formed an act of duty, in complianee with existing laws. 

The sale of the Bank Stock, for the purpose of paying the debt, is 


I propose to take notice of it merely as a financial mea- 


able inte- 
| the conse- 


The Report of the Secretary of the Treasury goes upon the sappo- 
sition that, on these grounds, the Government cannot be resembled te 
an individual dealing with his stocks for the purpose of the greatest 
pecuniary profit; and that the general advantages of a sale, and the 
consequences, are more than equivalent to those of a mere steck- 
volder. 

But as a mere financial and money operation, the scheme of the 
Report is absolutely profitable. 


It will be perceived by the Report, that the ordinary means of the 


and to the re-imbarsement or purchase of the principal of the Public | Government will, by the first of January, 15353, pay off all the debt, 
| Debt, it shall be lawfal for him, with the appprobation of the President | excepting $10,302,656, which is proposed to re-imburse on er before 
of the United States, to cause such surplus to be placed at the disposal | the Jd of March, 1833; consequently, the sale of the Bank Stock, and 
of the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, and the same shall be ap- | the application of the proceeds, must be considered as taking place at 
| plied by them to the reimbursement or purchase of the principal of the | that ume. Such appears ty me, Mr. President, the obvious scheme of 
| Public Debt, at such times as the state of the Treasury will best admit. | the Report. 


“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, whenever, in any year, 


terest and principal of the debt, which may be actually due and paya- 
ble by the United States, in such year, in conformity w:th their engage- 
ments, it shall be lawful for the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund to 
apply such surplus to the purchase of any portion of the Public Debt, 
at such rates as, in their opinions, may be advantageous to the United 
States; any thing im any Act of Congress to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing.” 

‘The first section vests in the Commissioners of*-he Sinking Fund, 
ample authority to direct, that “any surplus that mey remain in the 
Treasury, shall be applied by them to the reimbursement or purchase 
of the principal of the Public Debt.” No exception ts contained in 
this section in relation to the purehase of the three per Cents., or to any 
other part of the Pubiic Debt. This provision of the bill authorizes the 
purchase of every deseription of debt due by the Government. The 
second section removes every doubt which might remain ou this point 
in the mind of any gentleman. Itdistinctly declares that “it shail be 
lawful for the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund to apply such sur- 
plas to the purchase of any portion of the Public Debt. 

The Commissioners have considered the law to be unperative, and, 
in consequence, they have redeemed the seven millious of stock depo- 
sited in the Bank of the United States. The present Seeretary of the 
Treasury informs us that it is intended to purebase or redeem the 3 per 
cents. ‘l'o that intention, the Sepator from Kentucky (Mr. Cray) ob- 
jects. He says, “ I cannot think, and I should suppose Congress can 
hardly believe with the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, that it would be 
wise to pay off a stock of thirteen millions, entitling its holders to but 
3 per ceatum, with a capital of thirteen millions, worth an interest of 
6 per centum. In other words, to take from the pockets of the people 
two dollars to pay one in the hands of the stockholders.” This lan- 
guage is intended for effect, and has doubtless operated on the minds 
of someS enators who may have been unacquainted with the Act of 1830, 
to which I have referred, and of which even the Senator from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Cray,) seems to have lost sight. That Senator seems to 
think that the payment of the 3 per cents is a project originating 
with the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. Such, however, is not the fact, It 
was the project of Congress, who passed the Act of 1830, at which time 
the present Secretary of the Treasury was in Englaud. The Secre- 
tary therefore acts only in obedience to the law. He dare not act other- 
wise, and must pay the 3 per cents, unless the act be os 
repealed, what would be our sitation. The Report of the Secretary of 





i 





| 





The authority asked, in relation to the Government Stock in the 


there shall be a surplus in the Sinking Fand beyond the amount of in-| Bank ef the United States, is to sel] that Stock ata sum not less than 


$2,000,000, and not absolutely to the Bank, but only in the event 
that it will give more than can be obtained in any other manner, or 
from any other source. Under a general authority, there is a reason- 
able probability, that a portion of the Stoek may be exchanged on ad. 
vantageous terms for the 5 per cents; a proposition for more thana 
million has been already made to exchange at their respective value in 
the market. 

I will assame, however, that the stock be sold at $8,006,000, which 
is about 15 per centam advance, and which may be considered as a 
fair price, wheu we take into consideration the question ef the reaewal 
of the charter—and the effect of this 1s conclusively shown by calculat- 
mg the value of the stock to the Government, if it retain it during the 
whole term of the charter, and comparing it with the amount of sale 
and saving of interests on the 3 per cents. 
One share of Bank Stoek with 3 years’ imterest, at 7 per 

eentum per annum, would be worth, on the 3d of 





March, 1835, - - - -¢ © © «a = §BE@ 
If sold on the 3d of March, 1033, at 15 percent. + — - 115 00 
Apparentloss ~ + + = + +. = + s $600 
But in the first ease. the United States would have paid 

3 years interest on $1065 percents. amountingto~ - 9 00 





Thus showing an, actual gain on each $190, by the pre- 
0 operationof - - - : 6 ge " 33 00 
he same resalt will appear, by stating it in the aggregate—thus: 
The stock of Government inthe Bank being at par - $7,000,000 
Add the interest at7 per cent. from 3d March, 1838, to 





the 3d of March, 1856, being three years, - " : 1,470,000 
If, therefore, we should sell the Government Stock on 3d 

March, 1833, instead of keeping it,at —- - 8,990,009 
We should incur aa apparent lossof = - : - 470,009 
But if the Stock be retained, the United States would pa 

3 years interest on $8,000,000 of 3 per eent. stoc 

amoynting tO «+ - - «= -* - - = 720,000 
Thus showing an actual gain by the operationof -~ ~ $250,000 





It is true, Mr. President, that the stock will be worth much mare, if 
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Banner of the Constitution. 





the Charter should be renewed ; but by this proposition we get as much 
or it as will pay off the Public Debt. 

Besides the objection to the proprietary interest of the Government 
in the Bank, it ought to be observed that, should the Charter be renew- 
ed, the Government may always amply indemnify itself against Joss, in 
the premium for the new Charter. 

I now proceed, Mr. President, to present a brief statement of the 
funded debt, that the Senate may have the subject fully before them. 
purposely omit the unfunded debt of $39,355 which may never be 


called flor. 


Debt Redcemable wm 1832. 























Spercents.,, -  - . . : - oe «  BISS36GR5 
» pr r cents of }-vZ {¢ xchange, ) d Ria 0] 
44 per cents of 1-24 - - - . - L724 
, P , , spp yt? © O2™% QQ 
43 per cents. of lo24 (exachanged,) - - 2 227 363 0-900, 785 
17.222,414 
Redeemable: 
=> oe 209 
On the $list December, 1232, - ° ° S 2 2e 00 
‘ ' mre . or ied | 
On the Jist December, 1=33, - - . 1 Jooo 6,962,059 
rr _s | ae) oer ~. 
leatal ol funded di ot, = = = SV4.245.07 3 
Estimated rec pis bor j=. - - - ss °) , TOO 00 
: re? ‘ o> < ~,* « . = o-c 
Oid balance in the ireasury, - - - 1.208.276 8631,302 270 
Deduct probable expenses, : - - $13.365.202 
~ . 2» -.)* > 2] =o) 
Deduct unsatisiied appropriations, - - SAW SI5 LO OO eee 
$14,519,549 
Interest on the Pablic Debt, - . ° ° ° ° SU LU 
Amount applicable to the Pablic Debt - - . - 44,019,549 
Amountof 44 and 5 per cents., redeem- 
able in 1e32, - - . - . ° - - 3.985.788 





There will then remain of the Public Debt, 


Pavable 3)st December, 1-33, - . - $2,227 3 
Do. Bist December, 12°35, - - - 4.735.206 
> per ce nis.. - - - - ° - 2, 262.863 


————— 9 $10,225,522 
being the amount of the debt remaining unpaid on the Ist of January, 
833. The amount of 3 per cents. winch will then be unpaid, will 
somewhat exceed 3 millions, and they must be first paid, because the 
other remaining stock will not be immediately payable. 

This inconsiderable amount of debt remaining unpaid, may be ex 
tinguished either by a sale of the Zank Stock, as proposed by the Se- 
eretary of the ‘Treasury, and which L approve, or, if this course should 
not be adopted by Congress, then iis debt can be redeemed by the 
sale of the public lands, or by an exténsion of the time for the redac- 
tion and repealof nnport duties to the 50th June 1833. I feel almost 
confident that, if we adopt the course L have here proposed, the whole 
:zmount of the Pablic Debt may be discharged in that year, except the 
amall amount dae in 1835, winch also may be redeemed if the holders 
of the stock due in that year, will sell it. 

The Senator fiom Kentacky (Mr. Cray) supposes that we ought 
to retain a revenue of 18 millions of dollars. [Here Mr. Cray ex- 
plained—He said that he remarked in his speech that 18 millions might 
now be retained, ogd hereafier to be reduced if circumstances would 
permit. } ‘To which replied that Lhad not read the printed speech of the 
Senator, (ir. Ciay,) but was amply sustained in the quotation I had 
made, by the recollection of the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
Haye.) Let me inquire why, and for what purpose, the 18 millions 
should now be retained? ‘The anpnal expenses of Government here- 
after, onght not to exceed S13.500,000, and they will not probably ex- 
eeed $12,500,000, The miscellaneous expenses cannot exceed those 
of preceeding years; on the contrary, they will not, I think, amount to 
so much. ‘The Senator may have two ohjecte in view, when te pow 
poses so large a The one may be, to carry into effect his 
aplendid ideas of Internal Improvement, the other, lest by a reduction 
ot the revenue below 18,.000.0 w, tne 


revenue. 


le duties on protected articles must 
diotendtis te eadaaad 
PECeSSATILY ti rejuces 


in relation to the first object, I presume the 
Senator will not expect great success, while the present President 


remains in ofhee ; aad ihe second object will certainly tend to continue 
the dissatisfaction which now prevails in a gre it degree in the Southern 
States, and which might lead to conseqnences too serious to be even 
thought of. I do not hesitate « ndidiy to ayow my opinion respecting 
this important matter. It is this—The revenue from the customs ought 
not to exceed the sum of $13,000,000, and I would prefer a revenne 
of 12 nulliens. The revenne from the sale of the public lands, I es- 
tumat taking at 2.000.000 and the 
Bank dividend $500,000. ‘This latter income may cease in a few years. 


The three iter 


ms which j have Prin rated would produce u Lross re- 


, . . ~ 
" : - ’ . Are 
so Tire erage of a se ies of years ) 


ventie of 15.500,000. Deducting from this sum the Bank dividend. 
there will remaim the sum of 15.0000,000, effording, in wv opinion. a 
° ‘ 


surplus suihcieady ample for my] robable extraordinary exigency, or 


ress bby arise. Hf the revenue 
io 12.000,000 it would diminish the 
revenve to $14,500,000, which I consider asamply sufficieni. 


indeed { feel confident that there would be a handsome surplus of from 


demand on the Treasury. which ceuld 


? 
irom customs ¢ uid be red ec 


total neti 


two millions to three millions per annum, which might be applied to the 
more rapid « mpletion of the fortifications, the establishment of addi- 
ional arsenals, and other objects of a national character. 

The Senator, 


, ‘ . 
act a reiuctanil 


(Mr. Cray.) has said, “that temporary causes may ex- 
acquiescence from the people of the West. in the sus- 
pension of appropriations to objects of Internal Improvement; but, as 
certain as you, (the Vice Presipenr,) preside in that Chair, or the sun 
performs its diurnal revolution, they will not be satisfied with the aben- 
he police Now, Mr. President, 1 will ask the Senators 
from the West, whether improvements of a national character have ever 
heen refesed to the West by the Senate, or even by Congress. If there 
have been any such, they have escaped my recollection. It will be my 
object to show that Congress have done as much, perhaps more, for the 
mprovements required by the West, than for the East. I will enumerate 
some ofa prominent character. [Tort all appropriations of land granted 

the seats of Government, and reserved for salines. ‘There were grant- 
tor Roads and Canals, te One, 1,006,137 acres of land, valued, at 


"' ° . 
donment of the ponry. 


he mintmem price, at $1,257,671. To Indiana was granted, for the 
came objeets, 355,200 acres of land, amounting in value to 8 444,000. 
’ : 


lo | is was granted, for similar objects .480.000 acres of land, valued 
at FOI. Po Alabama was granted, for the same objecis, 400,000 
eres of fand, valned at 8500,000. The whole of the foregoing grants of 


land amounted to the sum of SV.S0L,071. The foregoing statements 


were tat m Document No, 145, 2ist Congress, Ist Session. There 
were aio appropey ated, agreeably to Document No. 11, of the same 
{- neress AN | Nel mn. brut not distin ctly stated for what objects, the 


follow ing appropi auions ol land, Viz; 


BPP) 
acres lalue. 
Mis $@OO0 See coos cooeeseeescheane ay S$ 1.415.809 
Miss SRIDD iwc ewereeeresreseeseseees 110.2038 ADO vod 
| MRGEccee tebececcecccess cewee SOI 1,150,077 
. : pune bSec*cocdce ce 200000 250.000 
‘orten te these grants of land which T have enumerated, large 
. sor} ey pave been approp vied, to wit: for the Loursville and 
Port »Coyal Compan: , 600,000; for the miprovement of the Ohio 


aud Mys » rivers; for the improvement of the mouths of almost 





i 


| 


| which nothing but a sense of official duty could induce me to approach, 








} 


land has been expending its own money, and that of Baltimore, to the 
amount of $20,000 to 27,000 per annom, for the last twenty years, for 
the preservation of the harbor of Baltimore ; and whilst a subscription 
to the Baltimore and Ohio Rail Road Company, of 8 500,000, has been 
refused, although equally as beneficial to the West as to the East. ‘The 
West, Mr. President, are satisfied, at least | suppose so, because they 
have scarcely ever asked for appropriations of money from the ‘Preasury, 
or land from the public domain, for application to national objects in the 
West, without having such reqnests ultimately granted. 

The West, Mr. President, has always been the favored child of Con- 
gress. We have seen its rapid improvement; aud we look, with plea- 
sure, to its future great consequence to this Union. lt has been our duty, 
as well as our wish, to promote all its improvements of a national cha- 
racter; and | trust and believe that Congress will, as it has heretofore 
done, do all that lays in its power to promote its happiness and increase. 
lhave always been, as Senators well know, and shall ever continue to 
oe, a friend to the West, in promoting its views in every thing which 
relates to Internal Improvement of a national character. 

I return my thanks to the Senate for their polite indulgence, and will 
now resume my seat. 


Note.—Mr. Smith intended to have stated in his Speech, that when 
the Tarif of 1928 was underconsideration, he entertained doubts respect- 
ing its constitutionality, and had concluded, in his own mind, that the 
then Chairman of the Committee on Manufactures, (Mr. Dickrrsoy,) 
was not without his doubts on this very important point. It will be re- 
membered, that the Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Havxe,) moved 
that the caption of the act of 1822 should read thus: * That, for the 
protection of the manufactures of the United States, the following du- 
ties should be levied,” &e. He (Mr. Havywye,) said, that he had made 
the motion with the sole view of being enabled to bring the case before 
the Supreme Court of the United States, in order to test its constitu- 
tionality. ‘The motion was opposed by the Chairman of the Committee 
on Manufactures, (Mr. Dicxerson,) and negatived ; which result con- 
vinced me that the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. Dickerson) thought 
it highly probable that the Supreme Court would have declared it un- 
constitutional. As the caption now stands, the bill appears to be a reve- 
nue bill. The court cannot act on what might have been the intention 
of Congress. The Court can decide only on the Act itself. 





MR. DICKERSON’S SPEECH, 
Senate, on January 23, 1232, on Mr. Clay's Resolution. 


+ 


In the 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the special order of the 
day, being the resolution submitted by Mr. Cvay. 

Mr. DICKERSON, of New Jersey, addressed the Senate in sup- 
port of the resolution. 

He said, the scope of the resolution introduced by the Senator from 
Kentucky, did not embrace the great principles of the Tariff question, 
but left, for future discussion, if such diseussion should be deemed ad- 
visable, the whole policy of the Protective System. It was supposed 
by the friends of this system, that reducing the duties to the amount of 
six or seven millions of dollars, although upon articles not produced or 
manufactured in this country, would, in fact, relieve the people to that 
exact amount in the payment of taxes. It was believed that this relief 
would be equally agreeable to the friends and the enemies of the Ta- 
rill. Nor was it believed that there was any party in the United States 
so much in love with taxes, that they would obstinately retain daties to 
the amount of millions, not wanted for the purpose of revenue, nor for 
any other purpose whatever. ‘lhe Senator from Kentocky, however,, 
took a wide range in bis obse:vations, embracing the policy of distri- 
buting our surplus revenue among the States—olf devoting it to inter- 
nal improvements—of appropriating the money to arise from the sale 
of our public domains—ol the utter jinpolicy of all the measnares here- 
tofore imtroduced for disposing of those domains, Ue f»ored us witha 
view of the claims of the West. wio, it seems, have derived no advan- 
lage from all the expenditures upon forlilicalions, upon Our army, and 
upon our nay y. 

In most of the views t ken by the Senator from Kentucky. said Mr. 
D1 entirely agree with him. ‘Lagree with him, that. m atlording en- 
couragement to manutactures, we need not go bevond an adequate pro- 
tection, which I take to be pre isely the same thing as a judicious ‘La- 
rif. f entirely agree with him that a most liberal policy should govern 
us in all our relations with the Western States. whose merits have not 
been overrated by their able advocate. But 1 cannot agree that the 
money expended for the army and navy, has not been expended as 
much for the West as for the South and East; nor can | agree that the 
millions expended, or rather wasted, upon fortifications, should be 
charged to the Atlantic States alone. 

With regard to the surplas that may be found in our Treasury after 
the extinction of the Public Debt, and there will be such a surplus for 
at least four or five years to come, l believe that I shall differ trom that 
Senator only as to the mode of tts distribution—whether it shall be “ap- 
proper ited to internal improvements, and to the purposes of education, 
by a rule which shall insure to every State its just proportion of the 
fund—or, whether it shall be subject tothe partial legislation of the two 
Houses of Congress, iu which the interest of particular sections of the 
United States will be promoted at the expense of others. 

It is my wish to give my views upon the points on which I differ 
from that Senator, and hope to find an opportunity for so doing, betore 
this discussion shall be finally disposed of, but not immediately, for we 
have something else todo. We have to meet a furious storm from the 
South, attenced with vivid lightning and Joad thunder, and threatening 
desolation to the Norih, the East, and the West. 

‘The Senator from South Carclina, by the amendment which he bas 
ofiered, proposes a reduction of duties upon all articles, protected and 
unprotected, and, therefore, requiring a discussion of the policy of the 





whole Protecting System. Upon this, with his usual ability, and with} 
the most impressive eloquence, he has discussed this whole policy. Had | 
he done Jess than this, he would not bave satisfied the Southern States, | 
whose interests he e-pouses; and it is probable that the agitated state 
of the public mind in every section of the Umion, which bas given rise 
to the great Free ‘Trade Convention in Philade!phia, and the great 
Convention of the triends of national industry in New York, demands 
from the two Houses of Congress, a fall and thorough invesiigation of 
the great principies of the Free ‘Trade and the Protective Policy. 


This, said Mr. D., 


ee 


is a subject of vast maguitude and importance, 


with powers so inadequate to the task [ must attempt to perform. My 
consolation, however, is. that a successful resistance to the onset made 
upon us, depends but in a very small degree upon my exertions; and | 
have no fear of the final result. when | see around me the strong arms 
which the importance of the occasion will pat in requisition. [ shall | 
endeavor to prove that the system of protecting the agricultural. com- | 
mereial, and manufacturing mdastry of the country, by duties, restric 
tons, and even prohibitions, when necessarv, is pertectly within the 
power of Congress, under the article of the Constitution that gives to 
them the power to regulate commerce. I shall endeavor to prove the 
true policy and absolute necessity of adopting this system, as it respects 
the vital interests of this country; and EP shall endeavor to show that it 
is neither unjust por Oppressiv e in its bearing on the different sections 
of the Union. ind pon the relations of State wrth State. 

The want of a power to protect the great interests of commerce, na- 








vigation, agriculture. nnd manufuetures, all of which rest upen the same 
husia, led to the call of the Convention which formed our Constitution. 
Without the power to protect these vreat interests, no Constitution 


would have been formed; and if that power were taken away, dissolu- | 


While we were Colonies to Great Britain, she endeavored, by rigid 


restrictions, to confine our indastry to such agricultural pursuits as would | ' 
not interfere vith her own : and, by restrictions still more rigid, did she! States wr! hardly enter into real hostilities with Brita n. 


ever ver in Ohio emptying into Lake Erie; for the improve- 
ment « role esquelsle.on Lu! ebirie: forthe Cumberiand Road tion would Ine Htably ensne., 
thraugn Choo. ond for vs being extended throagh the whole extent ef 
Indians | Tilineis, agreeably to the wishes of those States: which 
soprepriation of money cannet be tess than S Z.000,000: making the 
lolal of land and m ‘y, anoant to n arly S 9,090,000, w liist Mary- 


: 


’ 


| 


and even the great Chatham, the distinguished friend of this country, to 


——— 


whom we have long sung praises and erected stawues, declared that he 
would not willingly permit the manufacture of even a bob-nail in these 
Colonies. 

By an Act of Parliament in the year 1750, it was made a eriminal 
offence to erect any mill or other engine for slitting or rolling iron, or 
any plating forge to work with a trip hammer, or any furnace for making 
steel. ‘The punishment for this offence, was a fine of £200 sterling, 
and the abatemeut of any such work asa nuisance. ‘The Governors of 
the respective provinces were bound to see this law carried mito effect, 
under the penalty of a fine of £500 sterling, the loss of their office, and 
a disqualification to hold office. By another statute, hatters were re- 
strained from taking more than two apprentices each, and not for any 
period less than seven years, and from employing negroes in their busi- 
ness: and the colonists were prohibited from transporting hats, or home 
manufactured wvollens, from one Province to another. 

But these restrictions, degrading as they were to the Colonies, were 
the less felt, as the mother country encouraged our agriculture where 
she could promote her own interest by so doing; and although she 
would not permit us to make a nail rod, and, of course, not a nail, un. 
less we sent the iron to England to be slit into rods, yet she took our bar 
iron to a large amount, duty free, as she did not then make bar iron byt 
to a very limited amount; for imstance, in the year 1772, Wreat Britain 
and her dependencies took of us bar iron to the amount of 300,000 - 
of the agriculture of the Middle Colonies, she took more than four mil. 
lions of dollars; of the agriculture of the Southern Colonies a much 
greater amount; of rice and tobacco alone, she took to the amount of 
about five millions of dollars; and of the produce of the Colonies now 
forming our Eastern States, to the amount of three millions of dollars: 
independently of the produce of our forests, which formed a very large 
amount of exports to that country and its dependencies. ‘These formed 
some compensation for the resirictions on our manufactures; which, 
however, were considered as badges of dependence and slavery, to 
which the Colonies reluctantly submitted, and which had no smail in- 
fluence in rousing the spirit of resistance, which began with rebellion, 
and ended with revolution. 

Immediately after the estabiishment of our Independence, Great 
Britain endeavored to obtain from us all the advantages which she had 
derived from us, while Colonies, without extending to us the advan- 
tages we had enjoyed from the indulgence of the mother country ; and 
in this they succeeded while we were held together—not united—by 
the old Confederation, ti] our country wason the brink of rain. It will 
not be time mis-spent, to examine the plans and schemes adopted in 
Great Britain, and which she is sull pursuing in part, to get possession 
of our commerce and navigation, and to prevent the- growth of our 
manufactures. Lord Shetheld, in his observations on the commerce of 
the American States, puts the policy of Great Britain, on these sub- 
jects, in a clear point of view. 

In page 255, he says: * Nothing should be done to court the atten- 
tion of foreigners to participate a trade of which our superior skill in 
mautfacture, our capital as merchants, our spirit of enterprize, and 
many other circumstances applicable to our situation, has, in a manner, 
secured to us a monopoly. For, if we are consistent, and understand 
our own situation, as great a share of the American trade is sull in the 
power of Great Britain, as is consistent with her interest, and this, too, 
upon principles which will render it more secure than volumes of 
treaties, namely, those Incitements which arise from mutual conveni- 
ence and mutual interest; but, above all, upon the seore of interest 
alone, the merchandise of Great Britain must ever be prefered in 
America. But the encouraging of the American States to build ships 
for us, is holding out & preminm for the emigration of our ship-wrights, 
together with the varwus imndustrious classes connected with ship 
buildimg, to the country where timber and iron abound, and where, 
consequently, ship-buddug may be carried on to the greatest ad- 
vantage.” 

Page 262 “The unsettled condition of the American States since 
the preliminaries al peace Was ratified. and the torn of affairs there. 
Ww hic h tonight h ive bee n well fe reecen, by Do We ae jpuetatiod ony gra- 
tuities on the part of this country, (Great Britain,) which, in the pre- 
We have only to let 
the confusion of the new States setile, as they may, without woubling 
ourselves about them. If a commercial treaty were as much to be 
wished, as it certainly is not, during the preseit ferment, there is no 
power with whom it could be made with any certainty of being carned 
mto effect. But itis plainly impossible to a commercial treaty with the 
Amencan States, without giving them some valuable privilege, for 
which they have precluded themselves from making any adequate re- 
turn. The treaty of peace, and subsequent acts, opened the ports of 
Great Britam and Irejaud to them, in the same manwer as their ports 
were opened to us when they repealed their restraining laws. A brisk 
trade has already begun, and it is unnecessary to prove on which side 
the advantage ts, between the traders who ask for credit, or the traders 


sent state of things, cannot atiord anv sacrifice s, 


who give it. Lvery accouut from America says, that British manufac- 
lures are selling ata considerable profit while other European goods 


cannot obtam the first cost. Every day’s experience shows that this 
country, from the nature and quality of its manufactures, and fram 
the ascendancy it has acquired 1n commerce, will command three-iourths 
of the American trade.’ 

Page 206. “It is said that the mode of doing business likely to pre- 
vail, particularly in the Soutbern Provinces, wil] be what is denonnnat- 
ed a wholesale trade, to be carried on by Furopean or rather British 
werchants, who will form connexions at home, and carry out cargoes 
of assoried goods, to be sold by the package, unopened, to those who 
retail; and who will receive in return, within the year, from the Ameri 
can merchants, the produce they may collect, wii hi will be shipped 
off by the British wholesale merchants. This is the species of trace 
that British subjects should wish to pursue; without being concerned 
in retailing goods, they should endeavor to monopolize the supplies in 
wholesale to country werchauts. This will enable them to deal toa 
great extent, with half the hazard formerly experienced; and it will, 
besides, give them the sole command of the shipping business. It is 
not probable that the British merchants will choose, in the new state of 
affairs, to fix their siores, as formerly, in Virginia and Maryland. 
They may rather adopt the expedient already mentioned, of sending 
oul agents or partners, with wholesale cargoes, to be sold to merchants 
who may not have credit here, and they may be very safe while their 
creditors are on the spot, ready to compel punctuality, and to receive 
and ship their produce. This line of commerce, although the profits 
at first may be smaller, will nitimately be more advantageous to the 
British merehant. Large sums of money will not, as formerly, be sunk 
in debts, The returns will be more certam, and less lable to those 
disappointments which preveied when every Ameriean planter was a 
British creditor.” 

A great improvement upon this ingenious plan of Lord Sheffeld, 
to engross the commercial business of this country, is the Auction Sys 
fem as now carried on in the city of New York, where seven-ighths of 
the business is in the hands of the ageuts of British merchants and 
manufacturers. 

In page 276, Lord Shetiield says: ‘ Tt is certain that the confusion 
of the American States can now ouly hurt themselves. ‘They must 
pay Europe iu the best manner they can for clothing and many articles, 
for which they are not likely to have the credit they had while in more 
seltied circumstances. If one er more States should prohibit the manu- 
faciures of any particular couutry, they will find their way to them 
through other States, and by varions means. "The difficuliy will only 
raise the price ou thé consumers in the States where the articles are 
prohibited: “The British manufactures found their way to every part 
of the countey during a most rancorous war, and the most strenuous 
American manufacturers acknowledge, that no imposts or excise laws 
will, for a long time, be regarded in America, In the mean time, and 
at all times, Britain will have nothing to apprebenct, The United 
Britain need 


endeavor to prevent the establishment of manufxctures in this country _! nat quarrel with them at all; but, should either ha»pen, some stow 
, 
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be sare 


frigates, cruising between Halifax and Bermuda, and between the | It has been said b 
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~ } : : , saee , . » +» . . : ; 
tater and the Bahamas, would completely command the commerce of | SouthCarolina—that * the manulacturing States ean protect themselves, 


this mighty Continent.” i's 

The views of Lerd Sheffield were realized. Great Britain could 
yot cause our manufacturing establisiments to be abated as nuisances, 
but she completely controlled onr manufactures by regulating our 
commerce ; and by the same process destroyed our navigating and 
shipping interests. Lach State adopted its own system for raising re- 
venue, and protecting its industry; and this brought them into imme- 
diate collision and conflict with each other. New York and Pennsy!- 
yania laid duties upon foreign unports ; ; 
cities of New York and Philadelphia, and went into the treasuries o! 
those two States. New Jersey derived her supply of those imports 
through those two cities, and of course paid taxes to the amount of the 
duties, wpon such imports, not mto a common treasury for the benefit 
of the Luited States, but into the treasuries of New York and Penn- 
eyivania, for their exclusive benefit. This was a barden which no- 
ung but force could oblige any State to bear. New Jersey, sooner 
than submit to this L) ranuy and oppression of her sister States, aban- 
doned every idea of protecting her industry, and made Perth Amboy a 
free port. This measure was calealated completely to defeat the ob- 
ects of New York and Pennsylvania, and as completely to answer those 
of Great Britain. Similar conflicts took place between other States, 
which were attended with similar results. And it became evident 
that the power to regulate commerce must be vested in one General 
Gevernment, or that a total dissolation of the Union must take place. 
Agriculture was neglected for want of a market—commerce languish- 
ed—even our coasting trade was in the hands of foreiguers—and the 
manufacturing establishments which had grown up durnng the war, 
were every where abandoned in despair. All this Lord Sheffield bad 
clearly foreseen. ‘The remedy for these evils was the Convention that 
farmed the Constitation of the United States—this Lord Shefheld had 
yot foreseen. 

Ry the Constitution of the United States, Congress shall have pow- 
er to regulate commerce with foreign nations, among the States, and 
within the Indian tribes. Under this general power, Congress may 
permit foreign uations to participate in our carrying trade, or they may 
prohibit them. . 

They nay permit the importation of goods duty free, or under low 
duties, or uuder high duties; or even may prohibit their importation, 
when the public good or a just retahation may require it. 
foreign nations shall be our carers, must depend upon the regulation 
of commerce. Whether our manufactures shall be protected or de- 
eroved, must di ulation of commerce. And whether 
we shall depend upon our rivals in peace, and sometimes etiemies in 
waft, for articles of detence—as hemp and iron for our shipping, ord- 
nanee, muskets, shot, and shells—must depend upon the regulations ol 
commerce. The chief means by which Congress can regulate com- 
merce 18 by lhe iV pPosition of duties upon imports and tonnagz brat 
tiese are not the only means. It is contended that the power to col- 
lect taxes, daties, lnpests, and excises, can be exercised alone tor the 
purpose of revenue; and, therefore, that it cannot be applied to the 
purpose of protecting manufactures. The second Act of Congress. 
passed the 4th day of July, 1750, expressly acknowledges the principle 
of duties levied for the purpose of encouraging and protecting manu- 
factures. This may be considered as a construction of the Constitation 
cotemporaneous with its formation ; 


" : 
nend upon the re 
i ‘ 


ve . 
‘ 


and the more confidence may be 
placed tu this constructiva, as a uumber of those who were engaged in 
fyming the Constitution, were also engaged im passing the law. Gen. 
Washington, who signed the bill, and General Hamilton, his constita- 

mal adviser, were members of the Federal Convention; as also were 
Uldridge Gerry, Nicholas Gilman, Roger Sherman, John Langdon,Caleb 
Strong, Wiliam 8. Johnson, Oliver Ellsworth, William Pattersun, 
Thomas Fitzsimmoas, Robert Morris. Richard Basset, George } 
James Madison, Abraham Baldwin, and Wiliam Few, who voted on 
the bill, and must have ux erstood the work of t! 
then. than do vow. 
assed another act for the purpose of encourazing 
wupage and nar igaiwn by means of duties. 

by this act a duty of six cents per ton ts laid upon vessels entered in 

he U pited Stales. wholly A nerican. On vessels bearlt in the I nited 
States, owned wholly, or in part, by foreigners, a duty of 50 cents per 
ton; and, on all others, at the rate 
tt, no home-built v belo 

engaged m the coasting trade or fisheries, to pay more than one entry 
six cents) a year; while foreign vessels so engaged were to pay 5!) 

cents al e ich entrv. By this arrangement. vessels built in the United 
States, buat owned in part by foreigners, were to pay five times as much 
as the same vessels owned by citizens of the United States; and all 
others paid more than eigit times as much: aud the foreign vesse! en- 
gaged in the coasting trade or fisheries, suppose her to make twelve 
entries a year, 
en employed. These duties. as it respected foreign vessels, amounted 
to absolute prolubitions; and yet the Constitution gives no power to 
protect navigation by duties, that does not equally apply to manufactures. 
This law,”so far as it respected foreign vessels, was not for the purpose 
of revenue, but of prohibition. And as the law went into operation 
twenty-one days afier its enactment, it must have been severely felt by 
agricultaral interest of the country; for the discrimination prey ented 

all competition between the foreign and domestic vessels. And no com- 
petion, that should reduce the price of freights, could take place amongst 
the domestic vessels till ume should be afforded for building them. In 
time, however, the domestic competition brought freights down to a 
point below what they had been before the passing of the law; so that, on 
the whole, the agricultural and manufacturing interests were benefitted, 
and an object of immense importance, the protection of our navigating 

and shipping interests, secured. 

Whatever temporary inconvenience might have been felt from the 
high duties on foreign tonnage, the wisdom of the measure cannot now 
be doubted. In 1779, the vesse!s belonging to inhabitants of the British 
dominions, then employedin Philadelphia in foreign trade, was fall four- 
‘ifihs of all the tonnage so emploved, and amounted to within one-fifih 
of all the tonaage belonging to al! the citizens of the United States. And 
our shipping was not sufficient for the transportation of the domestic 
produce of the States; one-third of it belonging to foreigners. Our total 
mount of tonnage, in 1789, was 203,502 tons. In the course of one 
vear after, it amounted] to 473,377 tous, In ten years after, in the year 
is), it amounted to 972,492. And, in the year 1810, it amounted to 
1'424,783 tons; so that. in 1810, we had more than seven times as much 
Wanage as we had in 1789. The power, therefore, to protect and encon- 
rage the navigation and shipping interests by means of daties imposed, 
not for the purpose ef revenue, bat of prohibition, was most effectually 
applied. It was effectually applied. also, to some articles of agriculture ; 
but, with regard to manufactares, it was applied with a timid hand, yet 
under precisely the same power as was extended to the protection of 
those other important branches of industry. 

Mr. Madison, in his letter to Mr. Cabell, of October, 1828, has proved 
Seyond a doubt, the constitutionality of the Tariff Laws, as well as the 
disastrous consequences of abandoning the Protective System, under 
tie futal delusion that the true policy of the country is, that commerce 
must regulate itself. He says, that a nation leaving tts foreign trade in 

‘| cases to regulate itself, might soon find it regulated, by other nations, 
‘ito a subserviency to a foreign ioterest. The fact is, that Great Britain 
Gd regulate our commerce from the time of our Revolution until the 
‘doption of our Constitution; and will do so again, if the friends of the 

we Trade succeed in destroying the Protecting Poliey of the country, 

I will also notice a letter written by Mr. Verpianx, a Representative 
from New York, to Col. Dravros, in which he has most elaborately 
‘nd most successfully proved the constitutionality of the Tariff Laws. 

four manufsetures cannot be protected by Congress, as our navi- 

fUng and shipping interests were, then, indeed, they eannot be pro- 
Weled at all; and the grain-growing States will be as completely con- 
“oljed by Greut Britain as they were when Colonies. 
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within their own limits, against foreign competition, to any extent they 
may judge expedient, as the Constitution authorizes them to lay an 
impost duty with the consent of Congress, which, doubtless would be 
given.” ‘This power is given under the 10th section of the first article 
of the Constitution, which also provides, “ that the nett produce of all 
daties and imposts laid by any State on imports, shall be for the use of 
the ‘T'reasury of the United States.” And this condition puts a complete 
extinguisher on this ingenious plan of protecting manufactures. 





If it be true that it is in the power of Congress to protect the agneul- | 
tural, the commercial, the navigating, and manufacturing iuterests of | 


‘ . > ‘ . ‘ ! *? se -Y : 
The Senator from South Carolina says, that the Protecting System 


carried with it—abroad, by the experience of ail the world, and by 
nearly the universal opinion of all wise men. | would willingly leave 

m : all ’ : ‘ ert 
the question to be decided by these tests. “The Senator has g! 


nnfacturing districts; but the people of these districts take a very dil- 
ferent view of this subject, and may be trusted te judge for themselves. 
[t is true the leading British politicians have expressed their opimions 
strongly against all Protective Systems, and volumes have been written 


= < 





to give force to these Opilious 5 but those « pinions have been manufac- 
'tured exclusively for exportation, and not for home cousumption ; not 
‘one of them is adopted bv the British Government; they adhere most 
rigidly in their Protective System, aud relax in nothing, where they in- 
cur the siightest risk of foreign col peulion, Some of the Continental! 
Powers were induced to abandon their Protective Policy, by the delu- 
sive prospects of Free ‘Trade, which vever did, and never will exist ; 
i but dear experience has made them wise, and they have entirely 
| changed their policy. And if, as the Senator says, tuis system has been 
| condemned by nearly the aniversal opinion of all wise men, while 
| 





Great Britain and nearly ali Europe, are vigorously pursuing it, I have 
ouly to say that there must be but a small minority of wise men im this 
world. : 

Itis now well understood, that the great secret of national wealth, in 
any country, consists iu finding profitable employment for all the citi- 
| zeus or subjects of such country, whe are willing to laber; and this 
‘cannot be done without directing that labor te the great objects of agri- 
culture, commerce, navigation, and manufactures. No nation can be- 
come great or rich by agriculture alone. None by commerce, naviga- 
tion, or manufaetures alone. A small part of the population of a thickly 
settled country, can till all the lands of thatcountry. ‘The residue must 
be idle, if no other employment is afforded them; if they engage in 
commerce and navigation, these can employ buta very few, In compa- 
rison with the whole; and, uuless engaged in manufactures, at least for 
themselves, a considerable portion of the people must remain idle, for 
want of employment. 

Where the population is not dense, a small part engaged in agricul- 
ture can produce all that the residue want; and if they have no foreign 
market for their produce, as is the case with the grain-growing States ip 
this Union, a large portion of In fact, the 
wealth and prosperity of this country depends upon the vigorous pur- 
suuiteol al! 


tin people would be ile. 


those branches of industry. 

The time was,when our country would engross the commerce of 
many others, and in that way, accumulate immeuse wealih at the ex- 
pense of their veighbors; of this, Holland and Venice are remarkable 
examples. But the world has grown wiser. Each nation now wishes 
to enjoy the benefits of her own commerce, and national monopolies 
are atan end. Great Britain has, in latter times, made gigantic efforts 
to engross the trade and navigation of other nations; and still greater 
exe tions to become the manufacturers of the whole world. Her suc- 
cess in this latter object, is without a parallel in the history of mankind. 
it has enabled ber to carry on wars, that, from their expense alone, would 
have made bankrupt the haif of Europe—and tt has ¢ nabled her te eub 
sidize States, Kingdoms, and Empires. If the money wasted by her in 
the last thurtv veaurs in contme ntal Wars. hs d , FPR expended Upon ob- 
jects of internal improvement, and in bettering the condition of tuat 
country, it would now exvibit a picture of wealth and prosperity, such 
as the world never saw, and, probably, neve: will. Great Britaim can- 
not maiutain her monopoly of manufactures. The nations of Europe, 
by sad experience, find, that, to consume British manufactures, is to 
make themselves poor, and they are no longer tributary to the monupo- 
izing policy of that vation; yet Great Eritain will long continue to en- 
joy immense advantages from mauufseturing for the States of South 
(merica, aud other countries, net yet prepared to manufacture for them- 
selves. When we have before us the example of this country, we 
must be blind to our ewn interest if we do not pursue her policy, at 
least so far asto manufacture for our own consumpton. 


cr 
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In the discussion of this general proposition, it was my intention to 
confine myself to geueral principles, without descending into details: 
but the Senator from South Carolina has cited a statement made by 
Mr. Sarchett upon the subject of iron, calculated to create a prejudice 
against the manufacturers of thet article, which I cannot pass withont 
notice. As the honorable Senator made no argument upon tis sub- 
ject, | will make none, but satisfy myself with citing a very sufficient 
answer to Mr. Sarchett, from a Report of the committee of a Conven- 
tion at New York of the friends to domestic industry. It is the state- 
ment of Green & Wetmore, extensive importers as well as mannfactu- 
rers of iron, in whose correctness the most implicit confidence may be 
placed. 

[ Here Mr. DICKERSON read the statement of Green & Wetmore, 
showing that they iad imported hammers and sledges regularly for 
many years; that the poorest article ever heard of being sent to our 
market, cost 74 cents per pound; that these imported by themselves 
were of a quality fit for use, and cents per pound, which is 
&9 25 per ewt. while they seil the English bur iron, at retail, at $3 75, 
leaving a difference of 5 50 per cwt. in favor of the manufacturer of 
those articles in this country. As to wheel tire, they state that they 
have never known of its interfering with the sale of iron for that pur- 
pose ; that they knew of two lots of it imported into New York, but the 
unporters found a difficulty im selling it, and had said they would have 
no more. Asto frying pans, they state that they are not made of sheet 
iron alone, but partly of sheet iron, and partly of bar iron. They state 
that they import the sheet iron part of frying pans, viz. the bowls sepa- 
rate from the handles, and they cost, by an invoice dated January, 1731, 
10 cents per pound to import, wiile the sheet iron, in sheets, Costs only 
6G cents per pound, leaving a difference of 4 cents per pound in favor 
of the sheet iron in a wanofactured state. Frying pans cost, at the 
same time, 6 cents per pound. 

In answer to Mr. Sarchett’s statement, that tea trays, with one coat of 
Japan, can be imported at S33 72, while the iron required for that 
purpose, is selling at from 160 to 170 dollars, they say, ‘‘We have im- 
imported tea trays for many vears, and are totally unable to devise how 
this can be done. The largest tea tray ever imported, or, if imported, 
would be used, is 30 by 22 inches ; and the poorest article we ever saw 
cost 52 cents each tray to impart, and weighed 4 pounds, which is 13 
cents per pound, or 200 dollars per ton, instead of S83 72. 

As to knitting needles, they think that the amount of this article sold 
annually, may amount to fico hundred dollars. Other statements of Mr. 
Sarchett are shown to be equally groundless. ] 

As to the bearing of the Protective System upon the different sec- 
tions of this country, there never has been a subject of public investi- 
gation so totally misunderstood—none upon which there has been so 
much misrepresentation and erroi—none respecting which there has 
been so much delusion. 

The feelings of the people of the South have been exasperated to the 
highest pitch, by representations which have carried conviction to their 
minds, that the Tariff Laws were a violation of the Constitution ; that 
they enhanced, to an enormous degree, the prices they were obliged to 
pay for manufactures for their consumption ; that, as ex rs of two- 


thirds of all the produce seut to foreign markets, they paid two-thirds of 
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our country, it is not less true that it is our true policy so lo protect thein. | 


stands self-condemned—in our own country, by the desolation it has | 
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moving pieture of the distress which it has brought even upon the ma- | 


y high authority—a Committee of the Legislature of | all the duties arising from imports, of which they consume but one- 


third ; and that they were eut off from a market for their cotton to the 
amount of twelve millions of dollars a vear, to which they were justly 
entitled, by what is called the accursed ‘Taritf. 

( To be Continued. ) 
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Sarurpay, Fesevanry 4, 1-32. 
The SENATE did not sit to-day. 
HOUSE.—The consideration of the resolution of M 
of Massa 


sumed. 


r. EVERETT, 
Tri utv. 


te 


husetts, on the subject of the Chickasaw Was re- 


Mr. JOHNSON of Tenn... Mr. PENDLETON, and Mr. CLAY- 
TON, ace “pPesed tiie Hlonse. 
Mr. CLAYTON offered the following amendment: 


Resolred. Phat this appheatiou is made on the gcround that Treaties 


budi » not come within the ui ating and intention o! the 
Constitution conferring the treaty-making power on the President and 
Senate of the | nited States; bat that the yure tnere compacts or bar- 
gains, nade by the authoritv aforesaid, agents of the Govern- 
ment, growing out of a practice acquiesced in by the States in which 
Indians are situated, founded on an analogy to the exercie: of the trea- 
ty-making power Wilh foreign Powers. : 


] 
made with 


iis ¢ 


we. 


as the 


Monpay, Ferrvary 6, 1832. 

SENATE.—Mr. CHAMBERS presented cértain resolutions of the 
Legislature of Maryland. recommending the erection of Light-Houses 
ou certain points on the Chesapeake Bay. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. DALLAS presented memorials as follows: 

‘The memorial of the Phi'adelphia Bauk, and the Centre Co. Bank 
of Pennsylvania, praying for the renewal of the Charter of the Bank 
of the United States. 

_ The memorial of certain merchants and traders of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing fora repeal of the duty on indigo. 


’ 
’ 


Five memorials from citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 
ANY repe al of the duty on foreign coal. 

All of which were appropriately referred. 

Mr. WILKINS presented the memorial of the President and Diree 
tors of the Chesapeake and Oto Canal Company, praving for an en- 
largement of its powers, and an extension of its resources, 

On motion of Mr. CHAMBERS, the joint resolation from the House 
of Representatives, for the appointment of a Committee to make ar 
rangements for celebrating the Centennial Birth-Day of George Wash- 
ington, Was taken up and concurred in. : f: 

Mr. CHAMBERS, after some remarks, moved that a Committee of 
Thirteen be appointed. 

Mr. R@GGLES moved that the Committee consist of twentv-four. 

Mr. WEBSTER moved that it consist of five ; which motiou pre- 
vailed, the two others being rejected. 

On motion of Mr. KING, and by umanimons consent, 

The VICE-PRESIDENT was then authorized to appoint the Com 
mittee. 

Mr. Clay's Resolution —The Senate then took up the unfinished bu- 
siness, Which was Mr. CLAY ’s resolution on the Tariff: and 
Mr. CLAY, in an address of nearly three hours, finished his speech 
in favor of the resolution. 

Afler some remarks from Viessrs. SMITH aut CLAY. 

Mr. HiLL gave notice of his intention to address the Senate, and 
moved an adjournment. 

The Senate then acjourned. 

HOUSE.—-Mr. ANDERSON said, he was requested to present 
the petition of citizens of Massachuseits, praying for the charter of a 
Bank, with privileges in some respects similar to the present Pank, but 
on tertus much more advantageous to the United States and to the se- 
veral States in which they may locate branches. These petitioners pray 
for a charter of twenty years, with a capital of fifty millions, the United 
States to take any portion under one-half; and for this privilege they 
offer to pay twenty millions of dollars—ten millions to the U. States, 
and ten millions to the several States in which they shail locate their 
branches, in annua! payments. 

These petitioners, (said Mr. A ; 
to take up the whole of this stock ; vet they do not ask the privilege for 
themselves only. They propose books to be opened to all oar citizens, 
and that any person iv the United States, wishing it, may become a 
stockholder ; and commissioners to be appointed, by Government, to 
gradaate the subscriptions to the amount of the eapital. Among the 
petitioners are some of the first financiers of the country—gentlemen 
of extensive practical knowledge of the subject, and as fully competent 
to manage such an institution, as can be found in the country. As the 
memorial of the Bank of the United States, after much discussion, was 
referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, [I move the reference 
of this memorial to the same Committee. believing that this Cemmittee 
will bestow due consideration to a so highly reputable application, and 
to the requests and rights of other citizens, as well as to the present 
Bank. I also move that the memorial, together with dhe names attach- 
ed, be printed. 

The motion was agreed to, and the petition was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Wavs and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Charter of the United States Bank —Mr. MILLIGAN presented cer- 
tain resolutions of the Delaware Legislature, in favor of the renewal 
of the United States Bank Charter; which were read, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND presented, from citizens of Philadelphia, vari- 
ous memorials on the subject of anthracite and bitumenous coal. They 


.) Tam assured, are abandant!y able 
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were referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 
| Mr. MARDIS, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, re- 
| ported a bill to amend an Act for selling and disposing of certain lands, 
| to encourage and improve the cultivation of the vine and olive, approv- 
led 1th February, 1-51. It was read twice, and comunitted. 

( Proceedings continued in page 86. ) 





UNITED STATES CENSUS, 


The official returns of the United States present the following re- 
turns: 
Whole aumber of inhabitants,.....06 .ccccescccccscccess 12,0104 
Number of free whites,....ccccccccscccvcccccsccccsc ce 10,526,058 
DEE. ccucawe 000 606GDGGhA 4a000bne eens Ses tiesecacs ee 
PUL. Sc cceconcead 66040 Cece 04 i06se0tneaks bankteue 
Pear at GiGi. dain sas evbe.céné caneséesadiiesat cece 
PN ha. og cate Ua ed dheded 60.0040 ceduanseeases «004 
PE, ic aid dice dtl cae Waes <add codes coud Gdue 000400 caene 
Number of free colored persons, .... 2... 0000 cece cone eee OID ABT 
ER. nn bo <. c ede emumee Gees 6 0ecce docasies (uss scented 
PO. on cccasekndn ebaudeesd 462668 eibccnh écee did 
There are 503 white persons over 100 years—males 274—females 234. 
There are 13°6 slaves over 100 years—males 7 18&—females 668, 
There are 627 free colored persous over 1U0 years—males 206—females 
36}. 


The Printers have had a turv-out at New Orleans. They demand 
fifteen dollars a week for working from nine in the morning till twelve. 
at night. The Bee says that such an increase of expense would render, 
it impogsib'e for the editors to contiuae their publications. 
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MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS, 
From toe Deveearion or tur Unirep Acricunturat So- 
cievies OF Vinginta—Adopted in January 1820. 





Your memorialists present themselves to your Honorable 
Houses, as a portion of the independent Agriculturists of Vir- 
ginia. Io that character, we design not to harrass our Repre- 
sentatives with high-wroughi pictures of distress, which their 
wisdom could nut have enticipated, and cannot remove. — .Vel- 
ther can we bring ourselves to detail, in the language of com- 
plaint, much less of reproach, those evils which we endure in 
common, pot only wih every class and denomination of our 
fellow-citizens, but with almost every rank and description of 
civilized man. We solicit not the fostering care or patronage 
of the Legislature to alleviate. by bounties, monopolies, or pro- 
tecting duties—calaimities in their pature as inevitable as they 
are incurable—by legislative interposition, because resulting 
from a combination of circumstauces over which our Legisla- 
ture can have no coutrol. War is an unuatural and calamitous 
state: its evils must be felt, sooner or tater, and not less se- 
verely by being deferred. The transition from war to peace 
was sudden, and found us, like the rest of the world, unprepar- 
ed. Dut we can bear patiently the penalty of our own impro- 
vidence, convinced that our distresses will be but temporary, 
nud recoliecting that they were preceded by twenty years of 
almost uninferrupted prosperity. Lo this frame of mind, which 
we recommend to the imitation of our more discoutented bre- 
thren, we have only to solicit, respectfully, but earnestly, from 
vour Wisdom and experieuce, that we be left to ourselves, to 
disembarrass our own affairs, by active industry and strict eco- 
nomy, instead of being left at the mercy of interested indivi- 
duals, who would flatter us with relief, by abridging our com- 
forts, increasing our expenses, and diverting to their own pock- 
ets that portion of the produce of our labor, which, different- 
ly applied, might serve to extricate us from our present diffi- 
culties. ‘The undefined projects aud extravagant claims of the 
manufacturing associations, collected from their circulars, re- 
ports of committees, aud other publications, could alone lead 
us to apprehend that we may not be léft to this repose, which 
we so earnestly solicit, and which the difficulties of our present 
situation so imperiously demand. We have always suspected 
the policy of forcing any branch of trade or manufacture by 
Lounties, monopolies, or protecting duties. But, without en- 
tering into the discussion of the general question, we would re- 
spectlully suggest, that no period, more unfavorable than the 
present, could be selected for the commencement of an expert- 
mental course of political economy, beginning with the taxa- 
tion of the many for the emolument of the few. When we 
consider the taxes already imposed on foreign manufaétures— 
averaging, perhaps, twenty-five per centum—and estimate the 
amount of freight, double commissions, insurance, and various 
smaller charges incident to shipping and transporting to this 
country the products of the foreign artisan. a moderate calcu- 
lation will give to the American manufacturer an advantage of 
forty per centum. If to this immense advantage over the Eu- 
ropean competitor, we add the cheap terms on which the chief 
necessaries of life—meat, bread, aud fuel—ean be procured, 
the sbendanmee in which the raw materials arc produced, our 
happy exemption from the whole of that frightful catalogue of 
oppressive taxes, which, barely to read, makes the American 
citizen shudder, but under the continually accumulating weight 
of which the foreign artisau must labor—add, still further, on 
the authority of the advocates of protecting duties, a conside- 
rable capital unemployed, aud numerous laborers starving in 
idleness, and you exhibit a series of advantages, on the side of 
the American mauvfacturer, which would seem to put compe- 
tition, ip our own market, entirely out of the question. If, with 
such overwhelming odds in his favor, the American declives te 
compete with the foreign manufacturer, we must conclude, ei 


any increase of burden beyond the necessary expenses of our 
Government. One favorite argument, insisted on by the ma- 
oufacturers, is so offensive a libel on the great body of the Ame- 
rican People, that indignation will not suffer us to pass it un- 
noticed—to wit, that the establishment of home manyfaciures 
is necessary to keep the people firm to their duty in time of 
war—thus more than insinuating that the millions of indepen- 
dent and high-minded agricalturists who people our extensive 
territory, constituting at once the pride aud the strength of the 
nation, are to be taught the value of independence, atd the 
necessity of self-defence, by the operations of an iconsidera- 
ble number of manufacturers, scattered through the country. 
in every uation, with whose internal affairs we are familiarly 
acquainted, the landed interest has been proverbial for liberal- 
ity, in comparison with any other class ; and we proudly be- 
lieve that the day will never arrive when the American yeo- 
map will not suffer himself patiently to be shora to the quick 
in defence of the independence or honor of his country, while, 
if “you but touch a bristle of the manufacturing interest, the 
whole sty is in an uproar.” We wish not ta,be placed under 
such protectors, especially when their projects for our safety 
are accompanied by the alarming declaration that they consi- 
der the election of a President, a Governor, or a Represen- 
tative of the People, as uninteresting, in comparison with a 
question on the fabrication of diuggets, calicoes, and peén- 
knives.* 

The specious vision of supplying all our wants by our own 
labor, and thus being enabled to insulate ourselves from the 
other members of the human family, we look upon as a mere 
phantom, conjured up for the purpose of luring us into a pro- 
hibitory system. Could such a vision be realized, we would 
deprecate its ipfluence, as equally bostile to the advancement 
of science, and duration of liberty. We do not envy the con- 
dition of the Chinese, the only people completely abandoned 
to this chimera ; amongst whom, science has been retrogade 
for a thousand years. ‘The whole energies of the human mind 
reduced 10 the rervile talent of imitation, and man degraded 
to a state of abject, grovelling slavery: Compare the timid 
slave, creeping through shallows, in his clumsy junk, with the 





American seaman—* among the tumbling mountains of ice of 
the arctic circle, penetrating to the antipodes, and engaged un- 
der the frozen serpent of the south. Yet we know that he has 
not been squeezed into this hardy form, or inhaled this daring 
spirit, from the constraints of a watchful and suspicious Go- 
vernment, but that, through a wise and salutary neglect, a ge- 
nerous nature has beén suffered to take its own way to per- 
fection.” 

We are firmly persuaded that the best interests of men and 
of nations are promoted by free and extensive intercourse one 
with another. ‘The great object of nations ought to be to pro- 
cure the greatest possible quantity of produce, with the least 
possible expenditure of labor and of capital. This ean he ef- 
fected on!y by permitting the people to purchase such articles 
as they can buy cheaper than they can fabricate. Thus would 
be produced a most unrestricted state of commerce, permitting 
every country to employ its capital and industry to the great- 
est advantage, in devoting them to the pursuits adapted to the 
soil and climate of each, and consonant with the genius of their 
respective inhabitants. For these and other considerations 





equally cogent, your memorialists feel themselves constrained 
to remonstrate against the pretensions of the manufacturing 
interests, as of a highly dangerous tendency. Whether consi- 
dered with respect to their influence on our Government, by 
establishing the precedent of iuvesting one class with peculiar 
privileges and immunities, at the expense of the rest—a mea- 
sure preguant with the most fearful consequences, being as in- 
consistent with the principles of justice as incompable with the 
spirit of our free Constitution. ‘Their tendency to demoralize 
our people, by the introduction of smuggling, an evil insepara- 

















ther that capital is wanting to fit him out for the trial, or he 
sco. ns the consideration of such profits as would satisfy his op- 
ponent. If the former conclusion be true, it demonstrates the 
impropriety of attempting, at this time, to force manufactures 
by law : for, as capital is essentially necessary, and cannot be 
forced by law, we had better wait its slow growth, from the 
gradual operation of the usual causes, and, whenever it arrives 
at suflicient maturity, manufactures will follow, without force. 
Dut if, on the other hand, our manufacturers are so impatient 
to enrich themselves, as to disdain the gradual accumulation of 
moderate profits, we submit, respectfully, to your wisdom, the 
impolicy of subjecting so large a portion of your fellow-citizens 
to such unreasonable cupidity—of laying them at the merey of 
an association, who (competition being removed) will no lon- 
ger consider the iptrinsic value of an article, or what price 
would aflord a fair profit to the manufacturer, but how much 
the necessities of the consumer would enable them to extort. 
Of this spirit we had a sufficient specimen durivg our late war 
with Great Britain. 

la reply to these arguments, we are told, that many manu- 
facturing establishments have been ruined for want of protect- 
ing duties. We doubt not the fact of ruin—but we more than 
doubt the cause assigned for it. We strongly suspect, that, on 
fair investigation, most of the failures may be accounted for 
very differently. For instance—Ist. By embarking in business 
on fictitious capital, the sudden recall of which left the adven- 
turers as they originally were, without funds. 2d. Engaging 
in speculations unconnected with their factories, and, by the 
failure of these, ruiming their establishments. 3d. From the 
impatience of growing rich, by the gradual accumulation of 
moderate gaius, stimulating them to attempt establishments 
and projects beyond their means. Few, we believe, of those 
who commenced with real capitals, and pursued their business 
prudently, have failed to improve their fortunes. The greater 
part of this description of persons acknowledge, with honest 
candor, that they are sufficiently protected. But, as we have 
forced none of our fellow-citizens to embark their capitals in 
the precarious speculation of establishing manufactures, per- 
haps before their ime—unay, as they have voluntarily involved 
themselves in ruinous projects, net from patriotic motives, but 
views purely selfish, aud founded on the fallacious prospect of 
a protracted war, we see po reason why they should eall upon 
us to re-instate them, by a heavy sacrifice, and this, too, at a 
time when it is with the utweost difficulty any of us can fulfil 
our owns personal engagemeuts, and many vre reduced to the 


uecessity of sacrificing their property to satisfy their creditors. 
' 


| 
Wii. 


ble from high protecting duties, and one from whicd the united 
navies of Europe and America could not guard a coast as ex- 
tensive as ours. ‘Their effect op our revenue, already dimin- 
ished by pretecting duties, without producing any correspond- 
ing energy on the part of our manufacturers, and which, if 
further diminished by an increase of tariff, and, by diverting 
capital from the purchase of public lands, must necessarily call 
for a system of internal taxation, in the present state of our af- 
fairs, productive of incalculable distress. Commerce must de- 
cline under such a system ; with its decline, our seamen must 
diminish, and our gallant navy, afer achieving more than our 
fondest hopes coud anticipate, dwindle into insignificance. 
This sacrifice, too, we are called upon to make, that our ma- 
nufacturers may be enabled to furnish us with cottous and 
woollens fifty per cent. higher than we could procure them in 
a foreigo market. 

With this view of the subject, your memorialists revert to 
our original prayer, to be left to ourselves to disembarrass our 
own affairs, without being called on to repair the losses of any 
other class ; still less to advance them to wealih and power, at 
the expense of the best interests of the American People. 

But, if it seems necessary, to your wisdom, that any change 
should be made in the existing duties, we pray that they be so 
reduced as to produce to the country the greatest possible re- 
venue. JOHN PEGRAM, 

President of the Delegation. 

Epmunp Rurrin, Secretary. 


* Vide Cireular of the Northern Manufacturers. 





THE SILK-STOCKING SYSTEM. 





From the New Haren Advertiser. 
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Cucer these circumstances, we hope that your Hon. Houses | 





Mr. Clay's speech, in our columns to-day, will form the text 
for many ample diseussions of the Tariff. His resolution, if it 
become a law, will knock out the corner-stone of the system. 

We shall not weigh his arguments, or scrutinize his principles ; 
we are always ready cheerfully to acquiesce iu, and give circu- 
lation to, the evidence of his taleuts. He is a clear, compre- 
hensive, aud able debater, with few faults of style, (barring the 
use of that horrible word “fixation,”’) and showing great sin- 
cerity iu his views. We have never pretended to assent to his 
tariff doctrines ; nor do we now approve the policy which dic- 
tates his resolution. The resolution itself! we do approve: first, 
because it removes a part of an unnecessary burden—and, se- 
cond, because it will, 10 the end, make the reduction of the ta- 
rilf'on many heavily taxed articles of importance unavoidable. 
A tax ou the necessaries of life, or what habit has rendered 
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venue, because their importation will be certain, steady, and 
increasing. The tax, also, will be cheerfully paid, for every 
dollar wil! swell the revenue, and relieve the consumer, by the 
payment of the expenses of the Government. Jt is paid, iy 
short, almost imperceptibly, for his own immediate benefit, be. 
ing a tax for the support of Government, which, in one shape 
or another, every man must pay. Only a small part of the tax 
paid for protection goes for revenue: it is a contribution to the 
profits of the mauufacturer. It is, comparatively, an odioys 
lax—and, therefore, more likely to be resisted. 

Now, if the duty be removed trom the more popular tax, 
one consequence is certain, and another almost certain. The 
Tariff that remains will be one for protection. Aud, the reve. 
nues depending on a Tariff of such a character, it can never be 
raised to the point of prohibition, but must always be restrain. 
ed to that limit, which, while it enhances the price of the arti- 
cle so as to allow a profit on American manufactures, will still 
leave a profit on impertations. Otherwise, the importation 
will decline, and the revenues fail—when the unprotected im- 
ports must be resorted to for revenue, or the Tariff must be 
reduced. 

A Tariff so balanced, and its receipts every year fluctuating, 
must, we think, lead to the second consequence, of opening the 
eyes of every man to the great actual tax on consumption, ef- 
fected by the system. Can it be doubted that the price of eve- 
ry article imported is enhanced to the consumer, by the Tariff! 
Can it be doubted that every cent paid, above what is reason- 
able for revenue, is actually paid to the manufacturer? When 
the subject is presented so glaringly, the question arises, Will 
the People submit to the continuance of the system ? 
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An intelligent correspondent in Virginia some time since 
transmitted to us three small pamphlets, entitled as follows : 

**A Memorial to Congress, and An Address to the Public, 
from the Delegation of the United Agricultural Societies of Vir- 
ginia,”—printed at Petersburg, in January, 1820. 

**An Address to the United Agricultural Societies, and a Pe- 
tition to Congress, from the Delegation of the United Agricul- 
tural Societies of Virginia,”"—printed at Petersburg, in Decem- 
ber, 1820. 

‘A Report on the Navigation Laws, and a Report and Pe- 
tition on the existing Tariff of Duties, from the Delegation of 
the United Agricultural Societies of Virginia,”—printed at Pe- 
tersburg, in December, 182i. 

These pamphlets are valuable, not only as orthodox produc- 
tions of Political Economy, but as historical evidence of the 
early and zealous opposition of the farmers of Virginia to the 
Resirictive System. As we published in our journal, last year, 
the Memorial of the Convention of Merchants held in Phila- 
delphia in 1820, we now publish the Memorial of the Virginia 
l’'armers, adopted in January of that same year. We earnest- 
ly recommend its perusal to the Farmers of Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. What was true in 1820 is equally true at this day, and 
what was, at the former period, sound policy for the Virginia 
farmers, is sound policy for the Pennsylvania and Ohio farm- 
ers at the latter period. ‘“ The best interests of men and of 
nations are promoted by free and extensive intercourse one 
with another. ‘The great object of nations oughi to be to pro- 
cure the greatest possible quantity of produce, with the least 
possible expenditure of labor and capital. This cao be effeet- 
ed only by permitting the people to purchase such articles as 
they can buy cheaper than they ean fabricate. Thus would be 
produced a most unrestricted state of commerce, permitting 
every country to employ its capital and industry to the great- 
est advantage, in devoting them to the pursuits adapted to the 
soil and climate of each, aud consonant with the genius of their 
respective inhabitants.” This is language deserving of the ap- 
plause of the enlightened citizen of the world, of the phi- 
lanthropist, and of the Christian. Where can such a golden 
seutiment be found amongst the rubbish which is daily issued 
from Tariff Meetings and Conventions, under the title of Poli- 
tical Economy? No where. Gold does not differ more from 
dross, than the philosophy and good sense of this farmers’ me- 
morial do from the sophistry and emptiuess exhibited in the 
lawyers’ memoria! seut forth by the Manufacturing Convention 
of New York. : 

lo the last pamphlet to which we have referred, and whica 
contains av examination of the law of 1817, which cut off the 
direct trade with the British Colonies, there is a display of 
equally sound reasoning ; and, in the Petition to Congress, io 
December, 1821, the unconstitutionality of the Protective Sys- 
tem is insisted on, in the following language : 

“ Your petitioners humbly conceive that the Federal Constitution 
vests your Honorable Body with no power to impose taxes and bur- 
dens on some States, classes, or individuals, solely for the emolument 
of other States, classes, or individuals; nor to grant exclusive privi- 
leges to the commercial, monied, manufacturing, or any other minor 
and separate interest, which must necessarily be at the cost, and 
the injury, of the great body of the people.” 

Before quitting tbis subject, we cannot forego the opportu- 
nity of passing a compliment upon the State of Virginia, whieh 
she richly merits. ‘That State has been uniform in her adher- 
ence to the principles of Free Trade ; and yet there is not a 
State in the Union which has been more injured by foreign 
commercial regulations than she has. Tobacco, her great sta- 
ple, is taxed heavily in almost all foreign countries, and in Ea- 
gland it is charged with a duty of 3s. per pound, equal, at the 





vot deem unreasouable our respectful rcimeustrauce against such—teas, coffee, spices, &c.—will always yield a certain re- 


ordinary rate of exchange, to 72 cents, which is 2,400 per ent. 
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pon the quality which costs but 3 cents per pound. It is true | 
hat this heavy duty is imposed, in England, for purposes of | 
iomestic policy, and not for the purpose of injuring other na- 
‘ons; but Virginia would have just as much reason to retaliate 
poo England, for her duty oa tobacco, as the farmers of Penn- 
sivavia have for ber duty on grain and flour. And yet what 
; the fact? Why, she has too much wisdom to believe that 
.wo wrongs make a right—that, if a customer will not buy all 
ou have to sell, it is good policy to refuse to sell him any 
hing—that, if England will not let her subjects put Virginia 
wist into their mouths at less than six pence a quid, it is good 
policy not to let them chew at all—that, if a person is silly 
nough to adopt a measure by which he is greatly injured, and 
ou are accidentally hit on the face, it is therefore good policy 
or you to break your own nose. These doctrines, which the 
Virginia farmer rejects, the Penusylvania farmer adopts, and 
alls sound Political Economy ; and, w hilst one, who is almost 
hut out from the English market at all mes, sticks to Free 
Trade, because he still fiads the little he can have of it better 
‘han none—the other says he wants pone of it, because he 
cannot have all. The one speaks and acts like a seusible man 
—the other like a simpleton. 

Amidst the gloom and darkness which, at the North, so over- 





shadows the agricultural interest, it is a satisfaction to be able 
‘9 turn to one section of the country, where common sense has 
remained unimpaired. ‘That section is the South. It is to 
that quarter we are to look for redemption from the evils 
brought on by our own folly—and to no portion of it with 
more confidence than the Ancient Dominion. 


—— 
A word to Country Editors. —We exchange papers with a 
good many Editors, in the country, who advertise that they are 
willing to receive, in payment of subscriptions, wood, potatoes, 
corn, hay, oats, wheat, beef, pork, hams, bacon, or indeed any 
kind of produce fit for the use of man or horse ; and we, have 
heen a good deal surprised to find how many of these very 
Editors advocate the shutting out of foreign goods, upon the 
principle, that, if this were not done, all the domestic manu- 
facturers would be ruined, when their own daily experience 
shows that, in nine transactions out of ten, the consumer and 
producer must needs live in the vicinity of one another. 


Let us take the case, for instance, of one of these Editors. 
His paper possesses an interest for those who live ia his neigh- 
borhood, greater than it does for those who live at a distance. 
His subscribers must, of course, be generally in his vieinity— 
but it is not merely because it is published in that vicinity, that 
his neighbors take his paper, buy because the editor finds it 
couvenient to take from his peighbors, in exchange for ir, the 
produce of their industry, which they could pot possibly ex- 
change with a distant editor. The transaction between them 
is, therefore, in the nature of a barter ; and, although the in- 
strument of barter, called money, may sometimes intervene, 
yet it would be found, upon examination, that three-fourths of 
the transactions of every county, situate at any considerable 
distance from a great market, are nothing but exchanges be- 
tween the villagers and the surrounding farmers. 
from the necessity of the case. 


This arises 
A farmer has more wood, or 


of the working-men of the country. 


quite natural that those who are fond of that ‘slow poison ’ 


pense of distant transportation, and which is desired by the 
other. If both nations produce precisely the same things, there 
can be no commerce between them. Between Lancaster coun- 
ty and Chester county there can be no trade by exchanging 
grain. Between Mount Carbon and Mauch Chunk there can) 
be no trade by exchanging coal. | 
great producer of wheat, and, as al! the European countries | 
also produce wheat, we can never expect that Europe will af-| 
ford a very extensive market for our wheat ; aud it is perfect- 





Now, as this country is a) 


ly clear, that, as far as foreign countries will not take wheat, | 
so far we canuot take what they have to dispose of. It cannot, | 
therefore, happen, that any injury would be sustained by the | 
national industry, even if all duties were abolished. Ouly those | 
branches would fall, which are sustained by a most unreason- 
able bounty, and they do not employ the one-hundredth part 


Loaf Sugar.—Since the duty on tea has been reduced, it is 


should wish to make it as palateable as possible, at the cheap- 
est rate, and, for our parts, we want to see a poor man allow- 
ed to indulge in the luxury of loaf sugar, as well as the rich 
man. This can be accomplished with perfect facility, and we 
now intend to prove it, in such a plain manner that nobody 
can dispute it; and we especially invite our readers who live 
at a distance from the sea-board to listen to what we have to 
say. 

The art of refining sugar has, within a few years, improved, 
in common with all other arts. The use of bulleck’s blood has 
been entirely done away with, and a process connected with 
the employment of steam has greatly tended to diminish the 
expenses of manufacture. Io the year 1516, brown sugar, 
adapted for refining, was as high as $18 per ewt., and is now 
at $7 and less. In 1816 the price of the best loaf was 35 cents 
per pound—it is now 16 cents. 





This fall in the price of raw 
sugar has been occasioned chiefly by the diminished cost of pro- 
ducing it in all the sugar-growing countries of the world, and 
not in any degree by the bigh duties imposed upon the article, 
either in France, Great Britain, or the United States. The 
fall in the price of leaf sugar has been occasioned, in part, by 
this fall in the price of the raw material, and in part by new 
discoveries in the process of refining. 

There is now manufactured in this city an inferior quality of 
loaf or lump sugar, which is sold at the sugar-houses, by the 
quantity, at 114 cents per pound, and at the grocery stores, by 
the single loaf, at 124 cents per pound, which is the price that 
common brown sugar was sold at a few years ago. This sugar 
is used by most economical families for their tea, and even the 
most expensive families find it quite good enough for their cof- 
fee. Now, if it was not for the duty upon raw sugar, this qua- 
lity of loaf sugar could be sold at 74 cents per pound by the 
single loaf, and those poor families who are now obliged to 
use in their tea brown sugar, could have loaf sugar at the same 
price. And, strange as it may appear, whilst the citizens of 
this Republic are obliged to give 124 cents per pound for this 
loaf sugar, foreigners are allowed to take it away upon paying 
only 74 cents for it, there being a bounty allowed, by the Go- 





hay, or potatoes, or corn, or batter, or milk, or other produce, 
than he wauts—but he has no newspaper. The editor, on the 
other hand, wants all these things, and is willing to give bis 
paper in exchange. ‘The farmer takes the paper because it is 
the most advantageous bargain he can make, and the editor 
takes the produce because it is the most advantageous bargain 
he can make. If you tell the farmer, that an editor, living 
fifty miles off, will give him a larger sheet for the same money, 
he will reply, Will he take a half a cord of wood in payment, 
and haul it himself? If you tell the editor, that a farmer, fifty 
miles off, will let him have wood at half the price his neighbor 
charges, he will ask, Will he deliver it to me at a less price 
than my neighbor does, and take a paper in payment? It is 
the expense of transportation which compels people to deal 
with one another, and, so long as space exists, so long must 
this take place. It may, indeed, happen that the barter is not 
always a direct one, but it is not, on that account, less a barter. 
The lawyer who takes a paper may not receive a fee direct 
from the editor, but, to be able to pay for the paper, he must 
receive a fee from somebody, whose ability to give it to him 
must directly or remotely depend, through perhaps a hundred 
concatenations, upon the lawyer's willingness to take a paper. 

Now, a particular county or village stands in the same rela- 
tion to a large city, as a whole country does to a foreign coun- 
try, and the same principles operate upon their mutual trans- 
actions. It would be just as impossible for a nation to import 
all its clothing, as it would be for the inhabitants of a village 
to get all their wood and provisions from a distant market. 
The immediate necessaries of life, which are generally articles 
of a bulky or perishable nature, are always found in the imme- 
diate vicinity of population, and for the simple reason that 
people choose to live where these are abundant. The portion 
of such articles which form the subject of foreign commerce, 
constitute a very small part indeed of the whole quantity pro- 
duced, and hence the interchanges of nations are limited to a 
comparatively small: portion of the whole produce of their land 
aod labor. For, in order to the existence of trade, there are 
two indispensable requisites : one is, that the articles sought 
for should bear the expenses of a distant transportation—and 
the other is, that the nation which wants them shall have 
something to give in exchange, which will also bear the ex- 


vernment, of 5 cents a pound (equal to the duty paid upon the 
raw sugar) upon all that is exported. 

But it is the people in the country who would be most bene- 
fitted by the repeal of the duty on raw sugar. The loaf sugar 
which the*country merchants buy at 114 cents, they Must sell 
at a price which will give them the customary profits on their 
capital. Supposing these to be 25 per cent., they must sell the 
sugar at near 144 cents, besides the expenses of transportation 
—whereas, if there was no duty on sugar, they could afford to 
sell it, and enjoy the same profits, at a trifle more than 8 cents 
a pound, (besides the expenses of transportation,) being a re- 
duction of siz cents and a quarter per pound. 


And cannot avy body see how great a blessing would be con- 


sugar for their tea as cheap as brown sugar? Is there any 
country, who would deny themselves such a luxury when with- 
in their reach? And who could be injured by it? Not, surely, 
the sugar-refiners ; they would profit by it immensely : for, 
with the reduction of price, the consumption would be increas- 


transporting it, in making paper and twine to wrap round it, 
in making vessels to boil it in, in furnishing fuel, in making 
boxes and barrels to pack it in, to say nothing of the increased 


and Brazil, to pay for raw sugar, and for vessels to carry on 
the commerce. 
sugar could not injure the sugar-refiners : for that duty has 
long operated as a probibition, and, if the raw material were 
admitted duty free, our sugar-refiuers would require no pro- 
tection to enable them to carry on their business. They can 
now make lovf sugar of an ivferior quality, as we have shown, 
at 74 cents per pound ; aud no European nation could obtain 
supplies of raw sugar from the West Indies, refine it, and bring 
it to this country, so as to undersell our refiners. 

But the sugar-planters of Louisiana would be injured by a 
free importation of raw sugar. To a certain extent this would 
be so. But, is a population of thirteen millions of people to 








brown sugar, in order that five hundred rich planters may ride 


ferred on this community, by permitting people to have loaf 


people, on the face of the earth, besides the people of this 


ed—more sugar-houses would be built—and hundreds of per- 
sons would find employment in refining sugar, in vending it, in 


demand for agricultural productions to send to the West Indies 


A reduction even of the present duty on loaf 


be deprived of the laxury of having loaf sugar at the price of 


in coaches? It would be better for the consumers of sugar to 
pension the planters, and allow them a certain sum if they 
would keep their hands off. Thus, suppose a purse were rais- 
ed, equal to 5 cents per head upon the population, (the amount 
of the tax upon a single pound of loaf sugar.) whieh would 
amount to $650,000 ; this sum would afiord a salary of $1,300 
for each planter, which, although not enough to maintain a va- 
beb, would amply support a plain country gentleman in com- 
fort and ease. 





Pennsylvania and the Tariff—On the 11th of January, the 
following resolution was offered in the Senate ef Pennsylva- 
nia, by Mr. Burden: 

Whereas, protecting duties are in strict conformity to the spirit and 
letter of the Constitution of the United States—tend eventually to low- 
er the prices of goods—encourage agriculture, by creating a hume mar- 
ket—give employment to our own citizens,in our own country, instead 
of marmtaining the subjects of foreign nations—increase commerce, by 
extending internal trade, and by affording artieles of export—preserve 
public morals, by substituting industry for idleness: And, 

Whereas, under the operation of the Tariff, the nation has enjoyed 
an unexampled degree of prosperity, which can only be perpetuated 
by a steadfast support of the System : Therefore, 

Resolved, &c. ‘That it is the opinion of this Legislature, that any re- 
duction of duty, on articles which may be produced or manufactured in 
the United States, would be inimical to the true policy and best mterests 
of the nation. 

And be it further Resolred, &c. That the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolution to the Govern- 
ors of the respective States. 


On the 3d of February this resolution came up for conside- 
ration in Committee of the Whole, when a motion was made, 
by Mr. Boyd, of Philadelphia, to amend it, by inserting the 
word “ material,” so as to make it read ‘that any material re- 
duction of duty,” &c. This preposition excited a debate, but, 
hefore a question wa: 
nate adjourned. 


taken, the Committee rose, and the Se- 


On the following day the resolution was again considered— 

when it was adopted unanimously, without amendment, and 

sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. In that 

House it was taken up on the 6th, when Mr. Davis, of Phila- 

delphia, moved to amend it, so as to make it read, “‘ that the 

protection of American Manufactures should be fostered as far 

as is compatible with the peace and harmony of the Union,” 

but the motion was not supported by any body but the mover 
and seconder—and the resolution was ihen passed unanimous- 
ly, without ameodment. 

It tuus seems that Pennsylvania has been thrown, as far as 
her politicians have been able to effect it, into the arms of Mr. 
Clay, by adopting. tn extenso, bis policy of exempting the rich 
from taxation, and leaving a disproportionate share of the bur- 
dens of Government upon the poor and working classes. If 
we believed that the People of this State were so besotted as 
to believe in the nonsense set forth in the preamble to the re- 
solution, which, from beginning to end, contains not one sound 
or true position, we should be inclined to give up the contest 
as hopeless in this State, to strike our flag, and to abandon all 
idea of seeing the excitement of the nation allayed by argu- 
ment. Believing, however, for reasons which we shall! present- 
ly mention, that the Politicians of this State and the People do 
not view this question through the same politieal medium, we 
entertain opinions far from bordering on despair, and we con- 
fidently assert that the rejection of Mr. Boyd's and Mr. Davis's 
amendments are not to be taken as expressions of the opinion 
of the People, who certainly are not prepared to hazard “ the 
peace and harmony of Tur Union,” as the Politicians have de- 
clared themselves to be, for the sake of supporting the mono- 
polies of the iron masters. 

To understand this question, it is necessary that those who 
are not acquainted with the local politics of Pennsylvania 
should be jet inte a secret, and a secret which, in these times, 
is worth knowing. That secret is, that the leading politicians 
of Pennsylvania, those who contro! the State Government, are 
most of them at heart opposed to the Administration of Gen. 
Jackson, although their dependency upon the people, who, as 
a body, are as much devoted to the President as they were 
when they gave him a majority of fifty thousand votes, com- 
pels them to throw up their caps aud shout for ‘ the old hero.’ 
It is perfectly well known here, as well as at Washington, that, 
after the Maysville veto, an attempt was made in this State to 
take advantage of the strong prejudices of the people in favor 
of internal improvement, and to alienate them from General 
Jackson, so that he might be induced to decline a re-election. 
But they failed in the effort. At the period of the dissolution 
of the Cabinet, last year, a similar-attempt was made, and it 
met with the same defeat. Finding, eventually, that the great 
body of the democratic party would adhere to Gen. Jackson 
through evil report as well as good report, these same politi- 
cians entered upou the scheme of concentrating public opinion 
upon a Pennsylvania candidate for the Vice-Presidency, in or- 
der to enlist a Pennsylvania feeling, which might be turned to 
fAecount at some future day, and, as we firmly believe, against 
the President. it is, also, as we believe, with the view of em- 
barrassing his Administration, that resolutions, known to be 
adverse to his views, in relation to several important public 
measures, have been set on foot ; and the vain hope is enter- 
tained, that, if the President should pursve a course different 
from that chalked out for bim by the politicians of Pennsylva- 
nia, he will lose his popularity. In this hope, too, the politi- 
cians will be disappointed. The attachment of the People of 
Pennsylvania to General Jackson is too deep-rooted to be sha- 
ken by the intrigues of a set of ambitious and selfish men, who 
have no aim of a more exalted character than that of elevat- 
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ing themselves to posts of honor and profit. They will vote 
for him, whether he is against the Tariff or for it, or whether 
a candidate for the Vice-Presidency be taken, on his ticket, 
from lennsylvania or from any other State. 

And now, perhaps, we sha!l be asked, Who is the favorite, 
for the advancement of whom to the Presidency, is the occa- 
sion of this hostility to General Jackson ? Is it Mr. Calhoun ? 
We answer, emphatically, No. The political doctrines of that 
gentleman, as promulgated in his Address, of July last, have 
heen so unfavorably received throughout Pennsylvania, where, 
at one period, they were the prevailing tenets of the democratic 
party, that those who were suspected of devotion to him found 
it convenient to wash their hands of him, and his name is not 
now mentioned in connection with any office, as far as we can 
Nor 


would it be possible that any party, having that gentleman in 


judge from the perusal of sixty journals in the State. 


view, should have the folly to push his claims by recommead- 
ing to the Legislature the adoption of a resolution as opposite 
to his opinions of policy and constitutionality, as the North and 
South Poles are opposite to each other. No—the views of these 
eentiemen are of a different sort. ‘Their secret object is the 
elevation of Mr. Clay, and hence it ¢s that they embrace his 
views upon all the public measures to which he is committed. 
but they cannot succeed iu so diverting the vote of this State, 
and, if General Jackson is the man we take him to be, he will 
not suffer himself to be deterred from setting his face against, 
or, if necessary, putting his veto upon, any bill, for the reduc- 
tion of duties, which shall sacrifice the interests of the poor to 


thease of the rich. 





We earnestly invite the attention of the reader to General 
Smith's speech, in the Senate, against Mr. Clay’s new system. 
‘The Senator speaks like a true patriot, who applies the expe- 
He believes 
that the spirit of the American People is the same now that it 


rience of the past to the present state of affairs. 


was in 1776, and equally opposed to the priuciple of taxation 
for the benefit of others. He acknowledges that the country 
has arrived at a crisis. which calls for the spirit of conciliation 
that led to the original formation of our Government, as the 
Ife, also, iu 


a bold and fearless manuer, exposes a system of corruption and 


only means of perpetuating peace and harmony. 


back-door influence, which ought to be proclaimed throughout 
the whole land, in relation to the lobby-members, who repre- 
sent, in the anti-chambers of Congress, the interests of the mo- 
nopolists. He says: “1 am told they have put their fiat on avy 
change whatever—and hence, as a consequence, the change in 
the course and language of 
Those interested 


7 ‘ 


nufuctures like an incubus.’ 


gentlemen, which almost precludes 


rll hope. men hang on the Committee of Ma- 


We would pot say that Mr. Clay was operated upon by this 
lobby-influence, but it is very certain that a great change has 
taken place in his views about the Tarif, since the commence- 
\s a proof of this, we quote from his 


rent of the session. 


speech on the 30th December, ou Mr. Benton's Salt bill, (pub- 
lished in the Banner of Feb. 8.) the following passage : 


He (Mr. Clay) was of opinion, that, after the Public Debt was paid, 
a very « wasiderable reduction would be found necessary, and he was 
willing to anticipate that period, consider the debt as m effect now ex- 
t nguished, and enter with good earnest into an ewamination and reyr 
son of the whole Protecting System. But, if this was to be done, il 
would be necessary to take a wide and extended view, embracing, not 
one sip zie item enly, but to take into consideration the propriety of re- 
the duty on alf articles of general consumption, which were neces- 
eries of life, among which he would rank not only salt, but tron, woollen, 
hem which were all important articles. ‘The ques- 
m would then be upon a suitable reduction of the duty, not, like the 
which aimed at an entire abolition of the existing duty— 
hus striking a destructive blow at the entire system of encourage- 
ment and protection, which had so long been the settled policy of the 


‘ uti ‘ 


aucug 
m, hemp leather, &c.. 


7 
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‘ 
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prese nt bill, 
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The history given by General Smith, of the Public Debt, is 
very satisfactory, and he has conclusively shown that Mr. Clay, 


when he entered the field of finance, was treading upon uufre- 


quented ground. 





The speech of Mr. Diekerson, in the Senate, commenced on 
our second page to-day, contains two of the most important 
lmissions which the friends of Free Trade could have desir- 
ed. One is, that duties are taxes—and the other is, that, so 
eat were the natural advantages of this country for manufac- 
tures, during evr colonial state, that it required the legislative 
of the British Government to keep them down. And yet 
pow told that protecting duties are requisite to sustain 


power 
we are 
L-anehes of industry, at this time firmly established, which, in 
our infaney, required a force to keep them from growing up. 





it this wet and cold season of the year, there is nothing 
more useful than a pair of gum-elastie over-shoes, Dow in ex- 
tensive demand. They are impervious to water, and keep the 
feet perfectly dry and warm. hl has, however, occurred to us, 
that the country sustains a great loss from their use. They are 
‘ga commodity, and the importation of them drains us 
of our specie. A jadicious friend of ours has suggested, that, 
ro obvi te this disadwantace, it would be advisable for Con- 
to allow a bownty upon their home production, so as to 

l_oyete encouragement to the American manufacturer. 
lie sn . that thete is no doubt that the tree from which the 
gum ; praduced, between the tropics, could, in our cold ehi- 
mate, be cults ated in hot houses : an<d that, if it be desirable 
to give employment to peopie, at the public expense, as is done 
i all the other eases of protective laws, a most glorious field 
would be opened for it in the gum-elastic shoe manufacture. 


The present price is frem $1 50 to S2 per pair. A high duty 


on their importation might drive people to leather over-shoes 

again, and, on that account, a bounty would be better. By the 

hot-house process a pair might be produced for $50, and, if 

Congress would give 848 bounty on every pair—so that the 

cousumer might still have them at S2—only see what a quan- 

tity of American industry would be set in motion, in cutting 
and hauling wood, in mining coal, in building hot-houses, Ne. 

Indeed, for every pair of shoes, there might be forty-eight 

days’ worth of American industry set iu motion. 

ee eS SS ee 

In looking over the Manchester Guardian, of December 3d, 
1831, we noticed the following advertisement, in couspicuous 
letters : 

“EXTENSIVE PAILURE. 
To be sold full thirty per centum under the cost price, 
21, St. Ann’s Square, Manchester, 

The Stock of Linen Drapery, Silk Mercery, &c. &c., purchased, for 
cash, of the Assignee of John Swindell, of St. Mary's Gate, Man- 
chester. 

J. & C. F. MIRFIN respectfully announce to their friends that they 
have purchased, of the Assignee, the Stock of Linen Drapery, Silk 
Mercery, &c. &c., of John Swindell, of St. Mary’s Gate. It is their 
determination to ofler the above Stock for pablic sale, at a reduction of 
full thirty per cent. under the cost price. 

ALSO, 

The Bankrupt’s Stock of rich Furs, Muffs, Mantillas, Pelerines, 
Boas, Silk, Merino and Cloth Cloaks, &c. &c., of Robert iMooker, late 
of No. 21, Piccadilly, Manchester. 

J. & C. F. Mirfin beg to observe to the ladies of Manchester, and 
the public, that, owing to its being the summer season, they did not sell 
the above goods along with the other part of the stock ; therefore, it will 
be offered at an immense sacrifice from the prume cost.” 

Jn the same paper we notice the names of fifty-seven bank- 
rupts, and it is well known, that, amongst those who fail, are 
often to be found manufacturers and dealers, who have on 
hand large stocks of woollen cloths. It is also well known, 
that, when the property of bankrupts in England is sold, a ve- 
ry great reduction is made from the ordinary prices at private 
sale, and, as evidence of it, we have brought forward the above 
advertisement. 

Now, would any body believe that a Congress of the United 
States should be so blind to the interests of the country, as to 
pass a law prohibiting American merchants from buying goods 
at the sales of a bankrupt?) And yet such is the fact—and, 
what is worse, they impose such a heavy penalty upon any 
one who shall dare to violate the law, that our merchants are 
absolutely cut off from the chance of making good bargains, 
which is permitted to the merchaots of England, and of even 
the most despotic countries. 


? 


we hear resound- 
ed from a cozen quarters—* it cannot be possible that any such 
stupid law could have been framed by an American Congress.” 
Hear us, and we will prove it. 

>y the supplement to the Tariff Act of 1828, by which Con- 
gress conveyed to certain favored movopolists so large a pot- 
tion of the property of the agricultural and mercantile classes, 
enacted op the 2eth of May, 15830, it is declared, shat, in the 


+ limpossible,’ 


estimate of the value of woollen cloths, under the miuimum 
system, the appraisers shall be the judges of the first cost of the 
article, and that, if the invoice states the prime cost below 
what they conceive to be the general market value, there is 
evidence of an intended fraud, and the goods are to be forfeit- 
ed. ‘Thus, if the market price at private sale be judged to be 
below 100 cents per square yard, the duty in that case is 45 
cents. Butif an American merchant, who happens to be in 
England, should chance to attend the sale of a bankrupt, and 
buy, for 95 cents, a yard of cloth, which, at private sale, he 
could not get for less than $1 25, he ts told that he mast pay a 
duty on it of 1124 cents per square yard, or be prosecuted for 
fraud, aud forfeit his whole property. 

If this is not prohibiting a merchant from buying cheap 
goods at bankrupt’s sales, we know not what could be so con- 


sidered. 





The Boys and the Frogs.—Lvery vody remembers the wise 
and sensible speech which the spokesman of the frogs made to 
the boys who were pelting them in the pond : * What is sport 
The moral of this fable appears to be 


to you is death te us.’ 
lost upon the great body of the American People. The inter- 
ests of the consumers of goods are as different from those of 
the monopolists, as were the interests of the frogs and the boys 
—and yet, instead of looking upon the pelters as did the frogs, 
as the enemies of their comfort, they regard them as benefue- 
tors. The frogs claimed the right of protection against vioience 
—the boys usurped the power of maltreating the frogs. 

In the New York Tariff Convention Address, there is ob- 
servable throughout, from one end to the other, a steady watch- 
fulness of the interests of the monopolists. It speaks of ‘ the 
unequal competition’ of foreign nations as an evil to this coun- 
try, because the effect of it may be to enable nivety-nine con- 
sumers to get articles cheap. It calls the legislative favor, ex- 
tended to a dozen branches of industry, the protection of the 
industry of the whole nation ; and it never enters into their 
views, that, what is sport to the monopolists, is death to the 
consumers. 


—— EEE 


(S> To Subscribers. ——We have ou hand some odd numbers 
of Volumes I. and I. of the Banner, (but no complete setts,) 
which are at the disposal of any of our distant subscribers, 
whose setts are deficient. We ask no pay for them, but we 
shall expect those who may write for them to pay the postage 
of their letters, unirss they at the same time should remit money 
in payment of swbscriptions. Mf we are in possession of the Nos. 
called for, we will forward them by mail ; if not. we will not 
put the applicant to the expense of postage for the mere an- 





‘nouncement of our inability to comply with bis request. 
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Tvurspay, Ferrvary 7, 1232. 
SENATE.——-Messrs. TAZEWELL, TROUP, WHITT. and 


SMITH, were severally excused trom serving on the Committe 
making arrangements for the celebration of Washington's Ce 
Birth-Day. 

The Committee now consists of Messrs. CLAY, WEBSTFE] 
POINDEXTER, and two others not yet announced. 

Mr. POINDEXTER presented a memorial from the Legislature ,¢ 
the State of Mississippi, praying for a grant of land for purposes of jp. 
ternal improvement in that State. Referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. bp 

Mr. POINDEXTER also presented a memorial of the President ; 
Directors of the “ Rail-Road Company of Louisiana and Mississipy 
praying for permission to import iron rails duty free. 
Committee on Finance. 

Ou motion of Mr. SMITH, the Report of the Committee on Finance 
in relation to the Bank of the United States, in the years 1829 and "3 
was ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. TIPTON submitted the following resolution - 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads aud Canals be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation to improve thy 
United States’ mail-route from New Albany, via Paoli, Mount Pleg. 
sant, Washington, and Viseeunes, in the State of ludiana, to St. Low. 
is, in the State of Missouri. 

Mr. DICKERS¢ IN, from the Committee on Manufactures. to which 
had been referred the bill for a reduction of the duty on Indian blan- 
kets, and other goods, made an unfavorable report thereon. and re 
mending the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. Clay's Resolution.—The Semate then proceeded to the ¢ 
tion of Mr. CLAY'S resolution on the Tariff: and 

Mr. HILL, who had the floor, addressed the Senate, at length. in re. 
ply to Mr. CLAY. . 

He was followed by 

Mr. MANGI M, who spoke in opposition to the resolution and the 
Protecting System in general. Ata late hour, Mr. M., whe had hot 
concluded his argument, gave way to a motion to adjourn ; and ‘ 

The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE.——-7he House resumed the consideration of Mr. EVE- 
RETT’s resolution on the subject of the Chickasaw Treaty. 

At nearly two o'clock, the House, on motion of Mr. POLK. passed 
to the order of the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a Message from the President 
of the United States, transmitting, in pursnance of a resolntion of the 
House, of the 3d March, 1531, a communication from the Secretary of 
State. on the regulations of England, France, and the Netherlands. on 
the subject of their fisheries. 

On motion of Mr. REED, of Massachusetts, it was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

The bill for the encouragement of the culture of Silk. which was the 
special order for this day, was, on motion of Mr. POLK. postponed till 
Tuesday next; and 

The House took ap the Apportionment Bill. 

The question was on the amendment of Mr. HUBBARD, to fix the 
ratio at 44,000. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, called for the yeas and nays : which 
were ordered. - 

Mr. WATMOUGH addressed the House in support of the ratio of 
44.0000, 

Mr. MERCER moved a call bi the House ; which was ordered. Ik 
was proceeded in for some time ; when 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved its suspension, Without effect ; but it was 
ultimately suspended, on the motionof Mr. WHITTLESEY. of Obio 

ir, WAYNE called the attention of gent emen who might intend i 
vote for any number between 4 and 44, tc. a faet. which was founded 
on the knowledge of the characters and persons of those who would 
have to decide upou the bill elsewhere. If it should be sent out of that 
House with 4, the probability was, that it would be returned to them 
with a higher ratio. 

Mr. SLADE moved to postpone the further consideration of the bill 
till Thorsday next ; but the motion vous negatived. 

The Honse then proceeded to take: the question. 

After the votes had been taken— 

Mr. BLAIR, of South Carolma. asked permission to vote. 
been detamed by sickness, but was coming to the House in ob 
to the call, when the question was propounded. 

Mr. WARD submitted a motion to suspend the rule of the 
order to allow Mr. BLAIR to vote: but the proposition Was n 

The question was taken, as follows: 

: YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Angel, Appleton, Atmstrovg, Babeock, N. 
Barber, Bates, Bergen, Bouck, Bouldin, Briggs. J. Brodhead Lc 
Brodhead, Cahoon, Cambrelenz, Carson, Chandler. Choate. Clayton, 
Coke, Collier, Condict, Condit, E. Cooke, B. Cooke, Corwin Cm 
Creighton, J. Davis, Dayan, Dearborn, Dickson, Doddridge, Double. 
day, Ellsworth, G. Evaus, FE Everett, H. Everett, Gaither Grennell 
Hawes, Hodges, Hoffman, Wogan, Howard, Habbard, Haches. Haunt. 
Huntington, lugersoll, R. M.. Johnson, Charles (. Johneon. Kendall. 
Kerr, Lecompte, Letcher, Lyon, Marshall, Mercer, Newnan, Newton, 
Pearce, Pitcher, Randolph, J. Reed, F.C. Reed, Slade. Sonle South- 
ard, Spence, Stanberrv, S.orrs, Tompkins, Vance, Ward Washington 
Watmough, Wayne, Weeks, Wilkin, Wheeler, E. W hittlesey C P 
White, Wickliffe, Wille. Williams. VW orthington, Yousc—9R 4 ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, C. Allan, R. Allen, Allison. Anderson 
Ashley, Banks, Barnvyvell, Barringer, Barstow, Beardsley. Bell athens 
John Blair, Boone, Branch. Buoeher, Bullard, Burd, Care, Claiborne, 
Clay, Connor, Cooper, Coulter, Craig. Craw ford, Davenport UW arvem 
R. Davis, Denny, De wart, Drayton, Dunean. J. Evans, Felder Fitz- 
gerald, Ford, Gilmore, Gordon, Griffin, T. H. Halk, W. Hall Heister 
Holland, Horn, thrie, Irvin, Isacks, Jewett. Cave Jolnson, Kavana h. 
hennon. A. King, J. King, H. King, Lamar, Lansing. Leavitt my 
Mann, Mardis, Mason, Maxwell, MeCarty. W. MeCoy, R. McCoy. 
McDoathe, McIntire, MeKennan, Milligan, T. R. Mitchell Muhlen. 
berg, Nuckolls, Patton, Pendleton, Pierson, Plummer, Polk Potts 
Reucher, Roane, Root, Rassel, Wm. B. Shepard, Aug. H. She erd. 
Smith, Speigti, Standifer Stephens, Stewart, Satherland. Tay “: F. 
Thomas, P. Thomas. J. Thomson, Tracy, Verplanck, Vinton, Ward- 
well, F. Whittlesey, White—101. é 

So the House refused to adopt Mr. HUBBARD ’s amendment 

Mr. CLAY moved an amendment, to strike ont 48. and insert 47 

Mr. TAYLOR asked for the ayes and noes on the question; and they 
were ordered. ; 

Mr. WAYNE asked if that were the lowest number that the geutle- 
man from Alabama would vote for ? 

Mr. CLAY replied that it was. 

Mr. JOUNS ON, of Virginia, proposed to gentlemen, between the 
extremes of 48 and 44, to meet on the middle ground, and vote for a 
ratio of 46,000, as a compromise. 

Mr. MERCER moved to amend the amendment, 
and inserting 6, and asked the ayes and noes upon it. 

Mr. KERR suggested to Mr. MERCER to withdraw his motion, 
with a view of enabling him to propose 44,500, whieh would include 
the States of New Hampshire and Maryland, as well as Virginia, in 
the advantage of the ratio. : , 

Mr. MERCER declined acceding to the suggestion ; but ultimate! 

reed to it. ’ 

Mr. KERR then moved to amend the amendment, by striking out 7 
and inserting, in lieu thereof, 4,500, so as to make the ratio 44,500. 

Mr. IRVIN made an ineffectual motion for the previous question. 
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‘After some remarks, fram Mr. WILDE, and Mr. EVANSof Maine, 


Mr. CLAY modified his motion, so as to strike out 3, aud insert 7— 
4 the ayes and noes were ordered and taken, when it was rejected, 
4 vote of Ayes 65—Noes 127. . : 

Vr, KERR then moved to strike out 5, and insert 5—so as to make 
~ ratio 45,000—and asked for the ayes and noes ; which were or- 
red. 

vu motion, the House adjourned. 





Wepwespay, Fesrvary 8, 1832. 
sENATE.—Mr. SPRAGUE submitted the following resolutions : 
Resolve d. That the late “ arrangement”? made between the Executive 
the United States and Great Britain, relative to the trade between 


country and her colonial possessions, gives to British vessels an ad. | 
vtage, ih transporting articles to their West ludia colonies, greater 


, is secured to American vessels, and violates that principle of reci- 
A ° ‘ . Pana 
ity ip navigation, Which our Government has heretofore sedulousiy 
d firmly endeavored to maintain. 


, ‘ ” . » - ’ » vie he 
resolved, That said “arrangement,” and the President's Proclama 


a of the 3th of October, A.D. 1530, opening the ports of the United 
ws to British vessels, were not authorized by the Act of Congress of 


in May, 1A30. : ‘ 
fr. Clay’s Resolution ——The Senate proceeded to the consideration 


the special order, which was Mr. CLAY ’s resolution in relauon to 


ul 


? Tarill. | 
Vr. MANGUM then re-commenced, and, after an able argument of 


ve than two hours, finished his speech, against the resolution. 


Vr. TYLER then expressed his intention to address the Senate on 


subject, and moved au adjournment ; but withdrew his motwn, by 


quest : and, 


On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate proceeded to the considera- 
a of Executive business. | 
When the doors were opened, the Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE.—-The Tariff-—Mr. McDUFFIE, from the Committee of 
‘yysand Means, reported the following bill: 
A BILL to reduce and equalize the Duties upon Imports. 
Be it enacted, Sc. That, from and after the 30th day of June next, 
ore shall be levied, collected, and paid, on all iron aud steel, salt, su- 
r, cotton bagging, hemp, flax, and manufactures of iron, cotton, and 
imported into the United States, duties of 2o per centum ad ta- 
om, and no more, until the 30th day of June, 12833; after which the 
d duties shall be I= per ceututn ad valorem, and no more, until the 
day of June, 1834; after which the said duties shall be 124 per 
com ad ratorem, aud no more. 
And be it further enacted, That, from and after the 30th day of June 
l, there shall be levied, collected, and paid, ou all other merchandise 
sorted inte the United States, 124 per centum ad valor m, and ne 
re, except such articles as are now unported tree ol duty or ata low- 
rate of ad calorem duty than 124 per centum. 
Mr. INGERSOLL said, he would avail himself of the present mo- 
it to state to the House that he differed, tote calo, fiom the mayority 
the Committee by whom the report had been made. It was true he 
dio a small minority, ia the Committee of Ways and Means, on 
s question—only ove ventieman, the Lion. Member from Penusylva- 
Mr. Gi-more,) agreeing with him, in committee, in regard to the 
lie had heard the repert read but 
ind had ue opportunity to examine it before its introduction. lt 
salong m inuseript of some thirty pages, and further me would be 
ssarvy before the minority would be able Ww prepare a counter-re- 
, expressing their views, which they intended to do hereafler. lie 
sidered the principles of the report, and the accompanying bill, as 
ng at the subversion of the manalacturing mierests, the great me- 
ical interests, and he might add the navigating interests too, at least 
as the fisheries are concerned; for the levelling doctrines put forth 
- no distinction ja the rate of duties op any kind of imports, howe- 
they might bear op either of those great iuterests relerred to ; all 
v brought down to 124 per ce ptum—thus uprooting the earhest and 
vst policy of the Republic. He felt, theretore, bound, iu common 
his friend from Penusvivania, (Mr. GitmMore,) to meet the report 
| a protest at iis first introduction here, as they had done in the com- 
ee-rooin—and should reserve to himself, and his associate Who went 
hum, the right ol presenting theu ubjer tions mere in detail hereaf- 
vl in a more formal manner. 
Me. VERPLANCK remarked, that he. too, as a member of the Com- 
ee of Ways and Means, must ask to be induiged im the same privi- 
vhich he had just claimed for ove of his colleagues on the Com- 
. aud to express his owa dissent from the report just made by 
‘Chairman. It, however, was bis misfortune, on tins occasion, to 
py a singular and solitary position in the Committee, ditlermg very 
y from the views of those with whom he had often betore acted, 
wilar occasions, without agreeing with the principles and objects of 
uinoriy who ably represented the manufacturmeg interests. ‘The 
tmade by the Chairman, and in which the three Southern mem- 
ithe Committee bad concurred with him, contained many prin- 


ind arguments in which (said Mr. V.) I fully agree : but 1 must 


y protest against mach of it, which represents the great burdeu of 


sung ‘Tarul Laws as falling aluost exclusively, in heavy taxa- 
pon the planting or cotton exporting States, whilst the Northern 
Niddle States received from it nothing but benefits. | cannot as- 
w any report, on this subject, which denies or omits to notice the 
weight laid on by an extravagant and il-judged ‘Tarif upon the 
rer of the North—-the eflect produced in diminishing the real 


+: ; . . — Garden. 
dand wages of free labor——to say nothing of its operation upon | the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plempotentiary of the King of > 


vercial enterprize, Lf Leould think that my opinions on these and 


‘points, on which [I differed from my colleagues on both sides of 


Counmittee, were in any sense ongimal or peculiar, | could vot have 


eutoti lulging aly pride ot Optiioeu, by thus obtruding then up. 
liouse. Dat Lam coutident, that, if alone in these views in the 
\ittee-room, Lau vot so in this Llouse. At any rate, Lam sure 
lexpress the conviction of a namerous and inteligent body of my 
winedtate coustituents, and of no snmconsiderable number of other 
le ciluzeus of the State Lin part represent. 
‘tis report contains much higher matter—many weighty opinions 
irguments, lucidly aud powertully urged—arguments, that, if er- 
ms, (as Lb think they partly are,) are yet entitled to the most serious 
derativn of the people of this Union, as expressing the deliberate 
eep-felt convictions of a great body of their brethren. lt ts for 
reasons, that I shall,as soon as it is in order, move for the printing 
‘e thousand additional copies for distuibation. In the mean time, 
ist wake this personal protest as to mach of its doctrines, reserving 
vself the right of doing it hereafter im a more formal manner, by a 
ler-report, or upon the floor of this House. : 
regard to the bill accompanying this report, I feel it my éuty to 
that L did mot agree to the expediency of imtroducing it in this 
. Whatever L might have thought of it theoreticaliy and under other 
nstances. From the low pointof final reduction proposed, the 
y of reduction, and the sweeping extent of its operation, it does 
vem to me to offer any satisfactory basis for the adjustment of that 
irbing question which threatens to rend this nation. For such an 
iment [had hoped atthe beginning of this session. I still hope 
it, though often fearimg that Lam hoping against hope. Yet I do 
0< aronnd me, and especially to some parts of this House—[ here 
\ appeared to address the Chairman of the Committee of Manu- 
res |—with the strong hope ef yet participating in a course of le- 
‘ion coneeived in the spirit of peace, and resulting in peace. Until 
| wast protest against being considered a party to any measure or 
‘pression of opinion calculated to prevent or delay sach measures. 
ve bul was then read a second time. 
". MecDUFFLE moved that it be committed to a Committee of the 
He on the state of the Union, and primed, 
* VERPLANCK suggested that 5,000 copies of the report which 


— 


accompanied the bill should be printed ; and the rale of the House, io 
relation to printing an extra number of documents, having been sus- 
pended, he made a motion to that effect, which was agreed to. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Internal Improvements, of- 





fered a resolution for the printing of a Report made to the British House 
of Commons, on the subject of the action of steam-carriages on com- 
mon roads. 

Mr. MERCER said, that the information contained in the report 
could uot be otherwise obtained at an expense short of three thousand 
dollars. It was a proposition of the Committee on Internal Improve- 
mnents—not one of his. 

After some debate— 
The House proceeded to the order of the day. 





Apportionn nt of Repre sentatwn.—The House proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the Apportionment Bill. 
The question Was Upon the amendment offered by Mr. KERR.to fix 
the ratio of representation at 45,000, 

Upon this proposition the yeas and nays were ordered and taken, 
when it was negatived, by a vote of 115 ta 64. 

So the House refused to adopt the proposition. 

Mr. L. CONDICT moved to amend the bill. by inserting 45,500. 

Mr. VANCE suggested a moditication of the motion, so as to fix the 
ratio at 44,400. 

It was agreed to by Mr. CONDICT. 

‘The question was ordered to be taken by yeas and nays. 

The subject was discussed by Mess. ADAMS, COULTER, CLAY, 
WAYNE, POLK, LETCHER, CARSON, and SLADE; after which 
the question Was taken as follows: Yeas 97—Nays QZ. 

The SPEAKER gave his casting vote in the affirmative. 

So the House agreed to the amendment to fix the ratio at 44,409. 

Mr. TAYL mR moved that the bill be re-committed to a Select Com- 
mittee, with iustractions to strike out 44,400, and insert 53,000. He re- 
marked, that he submitted this motion because it fixed the ratio at such 
a number as to make the least possible addition to the number of Re- 

resentatives in the House—to wit, one. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved au adjournment; but the proposition was ne- 
gatived, by a vote of 102 to ®Y. 

Mr. TAYLOR called for the ayes and noes ou his proposition; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. MITCHELL, of So. Carolina, renewed the motion to adjourn : 
but it was again negatived. 

The question recurred on Mr. TAYLOR’s proposition, which was 
decided in the negative, by a vote of 130 to 65. 


The House then, on motion of Mr. HOFFMAN, adjourned. 











Tuvurspay, Ferrvary 9, 1232. 

SENATE.——A Message Was ree eived from the Pre sident of the 
United States, communicating the Ratification of the Treaties with 
France and Turkey. 

Mr. DICKERS N snbmitted the following resolution ; 

Resolved. That the Secret iry of the ‘Treasur’ be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate cronies of all instructi ns to Collectors of 
Customs, and other officers, on the sul ject of iron and manufactures, 
since the 20th of April, IIx. 

Free Trade Memorial. —The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the 
memorial of the Free Trade Convention lately assembled in Philadel- 
phia; and also a supplemental memorial from two members of the 
Committee appointed by that Convention, praying for a repeal of the 
=) stem of Protecting Duties. 

Mr. HAYNE moved that these papers, with the accompanying docnu- 
ments, be referred to the Committee on Fimance. and that 1,500 addi 
tional copies be printed; which motion was carried. 

Mr. Clay's Resolution. —The Senate took up Mr. CLAY’s resolution 
on the subject of the Tariff: and 


—_——- 


upon this the ayes and noes were ordered ; but the motion was subse- 
quently withdrawn. 

Mr. CLAY moved to insert 42 300 as the ratio; and the ayes and 
noes were called for and ordered ; when it was rejected, by a vote of 
Ayes 48— Noes 129. 

Mr. CLAYTON moved a re-consideration of the vote of yesterday, 
for the ratio of 44,400. 

Mr. VINTON moved, fruitlessly, for an adjournment. 

Mr. POLK moved for a call of the House ; but the motion was ne 
gatived. 

Mr. TAYLOR ealled for the yeas and nays ou the proposition of Mr. 
CLAYTON ; which were ordered. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, the House then adjourned. 











COMMERCIAL RECORD. 











Annual Statement of American Produce. 


Liverroor, December 30th. 1231. 
We beg leave to wait on you with an estimate of the stocks on hand 
of the following articles of American Produce, together with some ge- 
neral remarks on the course of the Market for the past season, and the 
prospects at the opening of the comilg year. 








Co American. All kinds. 
otton. 
bales, bales. 
The stock in the ports on 3ist Dec. 1839, was 179,328 320,218 
linport durimg In5]_ - ° : - . 607 OO 905 000 
776.322 1,225,218 
The present estimated stock in the ports - 140,000 275,000 
The exports have been - . . . 25 000 20.000 
Leaving for consumption - . . : 621 528 £70,218 
Or per week - - - : . - 11,742 16.735 
Last year - - - - . . - 10,608 15,967 
Increased weekly consumption . . 1,540 768 


As the returns from London and Glasgow have not vet been receiv- 
ed, the above statement will not be quite correct, but we think it will 
prove nearly so. ‘The stock in Liverpool, taken separately, is declared 
to be 212,550 bales, of which 136,79) are American, consisting of 7,- 
940 Sea Island, 14.750 New Orleans, 34.020 Alabama and Tennessee, 
and 78,150 Uplands. It will be observed that the stock in the ports is 
less than it was last year by 45,000 bales, 40,00u of which are Ameri- 
can, the stock of other kinds remaining nearly as before—showing an 
increase in the consumption of 40,000 bales, and of American about 
70,000. The stock of Cotton in the interior is supposed to be rather 
more than it was at the close of jast year. (lLuotations then for fair Up 
lands were 62 d. to 6Ad., and now ogd., m iking resent prices, with 
the increased duty, fully Id. per pound lower than in December last. 
[n the export of Cotton for 1-31, as compared with 1830,there has been 
an increase of about 46,000 bales. 





From the “incinnati Advertiser. 


MR. CLAY AND THE TARIFF. 


We do not mun approve of Mr. Clay's logic on the subject 
of paying off ‘ne debt. payable merely at the discretion of the 
Grovernmer,, He seems to depreeate the paying off the 3 per 
cents during the present year—considering it bad policy to ‘re- 
deem 4 stock bearing three per centum interest, with a capital 
Wovth six per centum.”’ Now, this reasoning applies as weil to 








Mr. TYLER, who had the floor, spoke about an hour and a half in 
opposition to the system ; when, at a late hour, he gave way to a mo- 
iow of 

Mr. MARCY. to go into the consideration of Executive business, 

\fter the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSP.— Naturalization. —Mr. DAVIS, of South Carolina. from 
the Committee on the Jadiciary, reported a bill concer ning Naturaliza- 
tion. Read a first and second time. and committed. 

Steam-Carriages on Roads.—The Honse took ap the motion of Mr. 
MERCER, from the Committee on Internal b aprovements. to print a 
Report of the British House of Commons, on the subject of the opera- 
tion of steam-carriages on roads, 

Upon the question of the adoption of the motion, the yeas and nays 
had been asked for and ordered on the preceding day. : 

Aiter considerable debate— °C ee 

The question was taken on the motion ; which was adopted, by a di- 
vision by ayes and noes, by a vote of Ayes 120—Noes 61. : 

Mr. ROOT mov ed that the rule of the House be suspended, for the 
purpose of subniitting a motion that 5,000 additional copies be printed. 

Phe motion, was sustained. by a vote of Ayes 95—Noes 54. 

Treaties with France and Turkey —The SPEAKER laid before the 
House the following Message from the President of the U. States: 

To the Senate and Hause of Repre sentatires of the United States. 

A Convention having been entered into between the United States 
and the King of the French, it has been ratified, with the advice and 
| Cousent of the Senate ; and my ratification having been exchanged, in 
due form, on the 2d of February, 1232. by the Sec retary of State and 





| the French, it is now communicated to you for consideration in your le- 
, gislative ¢ apacity. : . 

You will observe that some important conditions cannot be carned 
inte execution but with the aid of the Le eisiuture. and that the proper 
provisions for that purpose seem to be required ithont delay. 

Washington, Feb. 7, 1832. ANDREW JACKSON. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, it was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following Message 
from the President—which was siwilarly disposed of: 


To the Senate and House of Representetires of the United States. 

A Treaty of Commerce and Navigation having been entered into 
between the United States and the Sublime Porte, it has been ratified. 
with the advice and consent of the Senate ; and my ratification having 

been exchanged, in due form, on the 5th October, 1531, by our Charge 

c’ Affaires at Gonstantinople and that Government, it is now communi- 

cated to both Houses of Congress. 
Washington, Feb. 7, 1832. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 


Apportioment Bill.—The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the Apportionment Bill. 


—thereby to fix the ratio at the latter number. 

The proposition was discussed by Messts. EVANS, VANCE, AN- 
DERSON, BARSTOW, WICKLIFFE, and ASHLEY—the latter 
of whom otfered a further amendment, to fix the ratio at 43,000, 

The question was taken on the latter propesition ; which was re- 
jected. 

Mr. CLAY moved a further amendment, that the ratio be 47.300. 

Messrs. MERCER, POLK, and CLAYTON, followed. 

The question recurred on the proposition of Mr. CLAY, to fix the 
ratio at 47,300; and upon this the yeas and nays were called for and or- 
dered, when it was decided in the negative. by a vote of 111 to 82. 
| After some remarks from Mr. HOFFMAN, on the interest naturally 





: 


: 


| attached to the subject, as involving the apportionment of political pow- | 


Mr. EVANS, of Maine, moved to strike ont 44,4090, and insert 44,300 | 


— 





"ne 44 per centum stock, and, if acted on, would prévent the 
payment of any debt, the interest of which was lower than 6 
per centum, the interest which he says the money in the peo- 
ple’s pockets is worth ; and upon this data be founds his rea- 
soning. that to enable Congress to reduce the revenue to eigh- 
teen, instead of twenty-five millions. But the reasoning is fal- 
lacious. The Secretary of the Treasury has demonstrated that 
the whole debt may be paid off withio the present year, by the 
funds already available ; and has given his opinion that the re- 
venue may be reduced three millions lower than Mr. Clay ad- 
mits—so that the money in the people's pockets cannot be af- 
fected by paying off the whole debt, including the thirteen mil- 
lions of three per cents. 

But let us now observe upon the sudden and extraordinary 
change in the mind of this “ great statesman.” How has the 
change been brought about? <A short time ago he expressed 
his disapprobation of the reduction of the duties on tea and 
coffee. &c.—and now he ts for having the duty on those arti- 
cles, as well as all others, of which similar articles are not the 
produce or manufacture of the States, abolished, with the ex- 
ception of wines and silks, and the duty on those excepted ar- 
ticles reduced very considerably—silks to 25 per centum, high 
wises to 10 cents, and the more common kinds to 3 cents, per 
gallon. Will be not think that this is attacking his favorite 
American System, and destroying it. in detail? Oh no—Mr. 
Clay has changed his mind since he dined in the Apollonian 
Then, he would not have the Tariff touched—but 
bow, with one sweep, he would take off and abolish duties to 
the amount of seven millions of dollars. But Mr. Clay was 
not a candidate for the Presidency when here, in August, 1830 
—but now he is a candidate, having been put in nomination 
by a junto of bis friends in Kentucky, and by another junto in 
Baltimore ; and, being a candidate, something must be done to 
raise his popularity. Taking off taxes he knew to be a popn- 
lar measure ; and, by way of anticipating the President, who 
had recommended, in his Message, a modification of the Tariff, 
he does not wait for the report of the Committee to whom that 
part of the Message was referred—he comes forward with his 
resolutions, which, if carried into full effect, will give his para- 
sites an opportunity of raising a ery in his favor, and of pass- 
ing bim off as the patriot who had preeured for the people the 
lightening of their burdens—and, as he deprived Henry Baldwin 
of the merit of being the father of the Protecting System, he 
hopes to deprive the President of the merit of recommending the 
reduction of the duties. But he will fail in the attempt. The 
American People are not so * ineflably stupid” as to believe 
in his sincerity, or to take from an honest man the merit he de- 
'serves, and to give it to ove who studies his own interest, and 
aot theirs. 

/ "To repeal the duties on unprotected articles, would take 
| off one-fourth of the whole burden which is complrined of — 
'and,”’ says Mr. Clay, “if a certain amount, say ove hundred 
| dollars, is paid by au individual or a community, is it any mat- 
ter to him whether it is strewed over many articles, or confined 
toafew ?" We answer, Yes. Duties paid by a commenity 
made up of rich and poor, ought to be so arranged that the 
poor man shenid. pry the smallest duty. Ker this is not Mr. 
Clay’s argument. He would have the rich man, who wears 
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; Si as it w is wife ; ; j , 
er, and the propriety of every gentleman being afiorded an opportunjty | sik, or has it wern by his w ife and daughters, relieved frow 


| to express his sentiments upon it— 


Mr. BOONE moved an ameudment, to fix the ratio at 49,009 : and‘ five per ceutum. 


the burdew of paying duty on the article more than twenty- 
‘The maa who drinks expensive wines must 
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Banner of the Constitution. 








not pay more than ten cents per gallon, probably about 10 per 
centum on the value. But he would have the poor man pay 
200 per centum upon the flannels or other coarse woollens 
which he or bis family wears. Mr. Clay's reasoning on this 
is as fallacious as upon many other subjects. The poor man 
wears flauoels and inany other coarse woollens, upon which he 
pays 200 per centum duty ; he drinks no wine, and he wears 
no silk—therefore, it matters wuch to bim whether the fourth 
part of the duty is taken off the coarse woollens, or off the 
silks and wines. Now, if Mr. Clay had truly the interest of 
the working class at heart, he would say, Let us take the duty 
off the articles which they consume, not the produce or manu- 
facture of the country ; and let us take the duties off the coarse 
woollens, so as not only to give protection to our manufactures, 
but to enable the poor man and his family to have a flannel 
shirt without paying more than double what it ought to cost. 


they be charged with such a duty as to make them come to the 
back of the wearer at more than treble what they cost in Eu- 
rope ! 

To show that a piece of flannel or baize, which cost the poor 
man here 50 cents per square yard, comes to his back at four 





Mr. Clay, on his part, seems determined to disappoint the 
hopes which he took some pains to excite before he left the 
West, as to his course. The Richmoud Whig declared, that 
it was authorized to vouch for his readiness to meet the wishes 
of the South in the spirit of conciliation. But so far from it, 
Mr. Clay has taken a determined stand upon a resolution, 
which cuts off all prospect of compromise with him. He is 
for his system—bis whole system, aud proposes to hedge 
around ever essential article of consumption among the great 
mass of the people, with new restrictions. He is willing to 
reduce the tax on wines and silks, and abolish it on similar ar- 
ticles of luxury, but would tax to the uttermost every article 
of common apparel and commou use, and those most essenual 
to the poorest classes, highest. 


From the Chambersburg ( Penn.) Telegraph. 





serving the careful perusal of every unprejudiced nan. We do 
not mean to find fault with the resolutivn submitted by Mr. 
Clay, nor yet to say aught in disparagement of his talents as 
an orator—but we think, in this debate, Mr. Hayne has shown 
himself fully competent to contend, as a pubiic speaker, with 
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Manufactured goods, not enumerated, 
2,958,658, duty ISper cent. -  - 


383,827 


$844,287 
54,428 





Add 10 per cent. 





928,715 06 





| 
$7,993,756 (yy 
Total of duties accruing in the year ending September 30), 
1830, which might be repealed without material injury to do. 
mestic industry. To which might also be added the duty oy 
Indigo, if the South will consent. It will, next year, be fifiy 
cents per pound, but the Carolinas and Louisiana will not re. 
turn to its cultivation. 





From the Buffalo Advertiser. 





that country, on payment of a small duty; which right the, 
exercise to a great extent, because they fiud it profitable. They 
also, and all other persous, have the legal right of importin: 
flour into Montreal and Quebec, from Rochester and othe: 
parts of the United States, without paying any duty. 
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fe POWER 


e Why should there he such an extravagant duty as 200 per ane A NEW MARKET OPENED ode 
} laid upon what the poor consume, and the ae sh, Sa aud We this day commence the publication of Mr. Hayne’s speech Th ' ' bl “7 = ‘ se TOL. 
ha _* 2. : aeeay . . : e most profitable war selling . ; 
wines be oman d, the first to ~o per centum and the latter to]. ine resolution offered by Mr. Clay, in the Senate of the U. prof pir dh a frac Soschge a, and pot an} 
Tw . . . . . , , > ow 
es ns ~eoggpeanart f their weizht and bulk. are almost suf- States, which we intend concluding vext week; and, although l : tere o urers of England. _——_! 
Coarse woollens, from their on , pee h he has taken a bold and fearless stand iu opposition to the Pro-| It is weli kaown to commercial men, that the merchants o; Ca 
ficiently protected by the er . tn igen ; t rd are nase tective System which has prevailed for some years, we think Canada have a legal right to sell the wheat and flour produce 
a species of manufacture which are more easly made to riva’ |i: 4 hichly valuable and interestiug public documeat, well de- jin the provinces, in the market of England, for consumption ig fk 
the manufacture of Europe. Why, then, we ask again, should 


In the Se 


< to the 
. “ai” , : the renowned orator of the West. Mr. Hayne, in this contro- When the average price of wheat in Euglaud is over 67 shi I. ape 
times its original cost, and more than double what it ought to versy, has, in an eloquent and forcible manner, vindicated the lings sterling, per quarter of eight bushels, or $1 86 per bushel ener 
cost him in all reason, and with due reference to protection. principles of the Anti-Tariff Party of the United States ; but, | of 70lbs., the duty there on colonial wheat is ouly Gd. seein. ‘he South | 
we shall now proceed to state the account as it now stands, notwithstanding this. he manifesis a disposition to effect, if per quarter, and on colonial flour only 4d. per barrel—whey it. so far 
and how it would stand provided the same duty was only to possible, a reconciliation of the various conflicting sectional in- | the average price is under 67 shillings, the duty is increased Me : 
be paid a those articles which Mr. Clay recommends 7 be terests that at preseut destroy the harmony of the country. 5) shillings sterling per quarter, on wheat, and Us. ld. per bh! : peso 
paid on silk, say iS Cents. This, we siucerely hope, will be accomplished during the pre- | on flour, which ts the highest duty required by the existing law | parse : 
One yard of flannel costs, ‘a England, stint oe nap sent session of Congress. on colonial wheat and flour. At the same average price * ~ os on 
Duty paid at New ¥ ork, CC., per prone Tariff, aoraesd — -—_-_—_— when the price is 67 shillings per quarter, qud indies 67 shi anes TT 
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